
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 17, 2010 
 
 
 
Dear Bidder: 
 
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) evaluated the bids received for the Swift 
Creek project. Due to budget limitations, RMEF is unable to award a contract for this 
project based on the bids submitted. RMEF and the Forest Service have jointly decided to 
modify this project to make its implementation feasible with the available funding. Based 
on these modifications, RMEF is asking for bid updates. The complete revised bid 
package is available on www.rmef.org/stewardship. Please submit your update to RMEF 
headquarters by 5pm on February 26, 2010. 
 
Important Changes: 

 
Chipping/Mastication: Instead of asking for timber to be removed from the site, the 
bidder may chip and or masticate all material previous designated for removal. For 
slopes <30%, the material can be chipped or masticated in place. For the sky line 
ground, the material must be yarded to landing and chipped or masticated in place. 
For slopes less than 30% the maximum tonnage per acre supersedes the tree spacing 
requirements, so the successful bidder will not be required to chip/masticate more 
than 7 tons/acre. 
 
Timber and Road Maintenance Specifications: If the bidder determines not to remove 
timber, the Timber and Road Maintenance Specifications will not apply. This 
includes mandatory timber deposits and log branding. 
 
Service Work Specifications: These have been expanded to include some items 
originally only discussed in the Timber and Road Maintenance Specifications such as 
tree spacing and seeding. 
 
Road Maintenance: Required road maintenance has been reduced to a single entry 
treatment on Road #73604 and is listed as a separate service item. If no timber is 
removed, no additional road maintenance will apply. If timber is removed, then the 
original Forest Engineer’s letter on Road Maintenance applies, and a dual entry 
treatment is required for Road #73604. 

 
Please fill out the Schedule of Bid Items showing us your costs and bid figures, and sign 
it as your bid sheet, and submit a Technical Proposal where you describe the details and 
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timing of how you propose to complete the work items you are bidding on. The Schedule 
of Bid Items describes the most commonly employed methods for performing the work. 
RMEF will consider alternate technical methods of achieving the desired end results as 
described in your Technical Proposal. You do not need to resubmit your resume, work 
history or statement about local workforce. 
 
This project is partially funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act also 
known as “Stimulus.” Because of this, additional reporting requirements apply, and the 
successful bidder will be expected to register with the central contractor registry 
(www.ccr.gov) and provide information about how many jobs this project creates and/or 
maintains. Although these reporting requirements can seem intimidating, RMEF will take 
the lead on submitting reports. If you have questions about the extent of these 
requirements, please contact RMEF Conservation Coordinator, Erin Zwiener, at 
erinzwiener@rmef.org or (406) 523-3444. 
 
The successful bidder will also be required to conform to the wage rate requirements set 
forth in the Davis-Bacon Act and the Service Contract Act. This means you must pay 
your workers equal or greater than the prevailing wages for their job in your area. You 
can refer to the Department of Labor website for prevailing wages in the project area. 
http://www.wdol.gov/. 
 
We will rate proposals received on a 100 point base with 30 percent for technical 
proposal, 30 percent for your quality of past work performed and work references, 30 
percent on bid price and 10 percent on the utilization of local workforce.  RMEF reserves 
the right to contact contractors for clarifications to their bids and proposals.  
 
Your hard copy bid update must be received in the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation’s 
Headquarters Office by close of business, 5:00 pm, on February 26th.  No Fax or E-mail 
bids will be accepted.   
 
Send Bids to: 
 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
PO Box 8249 
5705 Grant Creek Road 
Missoula, MT 59808 
 
Attn: Stewardship Services 
         Al Christophersen 
 
Any questions on this bid package or project work should be directed to: Bob Schrenk, 
406-829-9149, bschrenk@msn.com . 
 
Thank you for your interest and we look forward to receiving your bids on the Swift 
Creek Stewardship Project. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Al Christophersen  
Director of Habitat Stewardship Services  
 
Enclosures: Project map 

Schedule of Bid Items 
Service Work Specifications (including Subsoiler Drawings, Photographs 
and Description) 
Guidelines for Operations – “Appendix H” 
ARRA Provisions – “Appendix A” 
Pre-Bid Meeting Notes and Addenda 
Timber and Road Maintenance Specifications – “Appendix G” (does not 
apply if no product is removed) 
Forest Engineer’s Letter on Road Maintenance (does not apply if no product 
is removed) 

 
 
 
 
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is 
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  

 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-
W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call 
(202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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SCHEDULE OF BID ITEMS 
 

Swift Creek Stewardship Project – Year 1 
 

Business contact information: 
 
Company name: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  _________________________________   State: _________     Zip: ____________ 

 

Phone: ___________________   Email (Required):______________________________ 

 

Name of primary contact for this project: ______________________________________ 

 

Phone number for this person:  ___________________  Email: ____________________ 

 
 

BID ITEM DESCRIPTION Unit of 
Measure 

Estimated 
Quantity 

Unit 
Cost 

Total for 
Bid Item      

1. Mastication 
/ Chipping 

Masticating or chipping 
trees on slopes <30%. 
Applying slow release, 
organic based fertilizer to 
masticated area. The 
contractor may remove 
product if desired. 

Acres 100   

2. Yarding 
and Chipping 
/ Masticating 

On slopes >30%; Cutting, 
whole-tree yarding (using 
aerial methods) and 
delivering trees. Includes 
road maintenance for wood 
product hauling if product 
is removed. The contractor 
may remove product if 
desired. 

Acres 38   



 

 5 

 

3. Stump 
Treatment 

Application of EPA 
registered borate 
compound to stumps >12 
inches in diameter. 

Acres 138   

4. Subsoiler 
implement 

Delivery of a usable 
implement: one single 
winged subsoiler capable of 
performing the work 
specified in Item 5. May be 
in combination with 
masticating head. 

Each 1   

5. Subsoiling 
benches 

Subsoiling terrace benches 
with a single-winged 
subsoiler on slopes <30%. 
May be performed in 
combination with 
masticating. 

Days 17   

6. Slashing Slashing small trees 
(approximately 2-7” DBH) 
on slopes >30%. 

Acres 38   

7. Road 73604 
Grading & 
Erosion 
Control 

With a single entry 
treatment, reshape road 
73604 with a road grader. 
If timber is removed, a 
dual entry treatment is 
required instead. 

Each 1   

TIMBER REMOVAL IS NOT REQUIRED. If the contractor decides to 
remove product, they will be subject to the all the Timber Removal and Road 
Maintenance Specifications and Forest Engineer’s Letter on Road Maintenance. 

 
Acknowledgement 
 
The bids I am submitting are based upon my understanding of the work expected of me to 
perform the identified work item.  It is the contractor’s responsibility to understand the 
work and ensure site conditions are understood in the making of this bid. 
 
____________________________________  ___________________ 
Signature of Contractor      Date Signed 
 
___________________________________ 
Company Name 
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PROJECT INFORMATION FOR THE  
SWIFT CREEK STEWARDSHIP PROJECT 

 
I. Project Process 

RMEF and the Sula Ranger District of the Bitterroot National Forest have agreed 
to manage this project under a Stewardship Challenge Cost Share Agreement.  
RMEF is the Agreement holder and is responsible for the management and 
implementation of this project. 
 
RMEF will acquire bids for agreed upon work (Schedule of Bid Items).  Those 
bids and the technical proposals submitted as part of the selected bids will be used 
to finalize the Supplemental Project Agreement (SPA) between RMEF and the 
Forest Service.  The agreed upon SPA will then become our plan of operations for 
this project.  We will be obligated to follow it. 
 
Once the SPA is finalized and signed, RMEF will execute contracts with the 
selected contractor(s) to perform the work agreed upon.  We expect this to take 
several weeks after bids are due.  Executed contracts will require Certificates of 
Insurance from the contractors before any work may begin.  The following 
insurances will be required: 
 
 Worker’s Compensation and Employer’s Liability ($500,000) 
 Comprehensive Commercial General Liability Insurance  
  ($1,000,000/$2,000,000/$1,000,000) 
 Loggers Broad Form B ($1,000,000) 
 Comprehensive Automobile Liability Insurance ($1,000,000) 
  Excess/Umbrella Liability Insurance ($1,000,000) (Negotiable by Bid Item) 

 
II. End Results Work 

It is our objective to have an end result product at the completion of our work.  
We have attached the treatment descriptions for each part of this project and any 
requirements that have been provided to RMEF in the performance of this work.  
These should provide you with a good perspective of what is expected of your 
work.   

 
III. Proposed Schedule of Operations 

We need you as the bidding contractor to describe for us how you intend to meet 
the end result for each work item or work project (harvest, slash treatments, POL, 
aspen, etc).  This is an important part of your technical proposal to us.  You need 
to describe what equipment and how you will operate with it, personnel and their 
qualifications, methods in which you plan to operate, and timeframes you are 
proposing to do the work for us.  The information you provide will be used to 
evaluate your overall proposal package to RMEF, and if you’re a selected 
contractor, the details of your technical proposal will become a portion of our 
final proposal we make to the Forest Service that will constitute our commitment 
as to the overall completion of this stewardship project. 
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If there are operational considerations, special equipment, ways to operate, 
timing, or alternate treatment methods, please describe them and associate a 
price/cost with them so we can look at opportunities beyond what has been 
described.  In other words, if you have a better or different way to do the work, 
please describe your alternatives to us. 
If there are products that have not been identified for removal that you would be 
interested in acquiring out of this area, please describe them, where they are and 
how you would propose removing them, and a price for them.  We will have to 
negotiate those back with the Forest Service but are open to suggestions at this 
time. 

  
IV. Past Performance and Work History 

We will need a summary of your past 5 contracts for the type of work you are 
bidding on.  The summary should include the references for those contracts, the 
amount of work you performed, and when and where it was done. 

 
V. Utilization of local workforces 

We would like to know how you intend to utilize local workforces in conducting 
the work you have outlined. 
 

VI.  Additional Information 
RMEF may contact top qualified bidders to clarify information on any of the 
evaluation factors.  

 
VII. Background Information 

We have enclosed information about our contract with the Forest Service that will 
direct our contract operations, seasons of operations and agreement requirements.  
These items are attached as referenced below: 

 
Project map 
Service Work Specifications (including Subsoiler Drawings and Description) 
Guidelines for Operations – “Appendix H” 
ARRA Provisions – “Appendix A” 
Pre Bid Meeting Notes and Addenda 
Timber and Road Maintenance Specifications – “Appendix G” (does not apply if 
timber is not removed) 
Forest Engineer’s Letter on Road Maintenance (does not apply if timber is not 
removed) 
 
 

 
 If your technical proposal and/or bid is based upon the need to vary from any of these 
specifications, those differences need to be made clear to us, and your proposed 
suggestions, along with price or cost variables, need to be addressed so we have those to 
best evaluate your proposal.



 



 

 9 

 

SERVICE WORK ITEM SPECIFICATIONS  
 
 

 
Item 

Number 
Treatment Description 

 
1 

�

Mastication In all Units where slopes are <30%;  Masticate/chip trees leaving up 
to 5-7 tons per acre according to the Tree Prescription. Mastication 
tonnage supercedes the Tree Prescription, and the contractor will not be 
required to mastice more than 7 tons per acre. Mastication depth will be 3” 
or less. Apply slow release, organic based fertilizer to masticated area. 

2 

Timber Removal 
Activities 

In all Units where slopes are >30%; Cut and whole tree yard (using 
aerial methods) trees according to the Tree Prescription and perform 
erosion control on landings. Trees <7” may meet the leave tree 
requirements, but only trees >7” need to be cut and yarded. 

3 

Stump treatment In ALL units, treat the stumps of all live trees cut by Partner that 
have a stump diameter larger than 12 inches.  Treatment should be 
done as soon after tree felling as practical, preferably within one (1) 
or two (2) hours, but no later than 24 hours.  Treatment shall consist 
of removing sawdust and other loose debris from the cut surface of 
the stump including exposed wood surfaces on all sides and 
application of powdered borate according to the following 
instructions:  Apply enough borate to lightly cover stump surface 
including exposed wood surfaces on all sides (approximately one (1) 
pound borate per 50 square feet of exposed wood surface).  Apply 
the material to all exposed wood surfaces. 
 
Sporax, which is the only product currently approved by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for annosus root disease 
control, will be the chemical used. 

4 

Delivery of useable 
implement  

Delivery of one subsoiling grapple rake (SGR) with a single wing 
(see attached drawings and images). The subsoiling implement shall 
be designed with a coulter blade, a curvilinear shank approximately 
2 feet long, and a winged tooth with a total wingspan of at least 7 
inches.  The coulter blade shall be designed to slice through the soil 
in front of the subsoiling shank to minimize surface disturbance of 
organic horizons and vegetation.  The curved shank in combination 
with the winged tooth is a critical design feature.  The curved shank 
and winged tooth shall be able to achieve proper soil decompaction 
to a depth of 2 feet while preventing detrimental soil mixing and 
disturbance to soil horizons.  Subsoiler design should also consider 
the ability to masticate and place slash, since it is desirable to 
subsoiling and treat slash in one pass.   
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Item 
Number 

Treatment Description 

5 

Sub-soiling On slopes <30%, the following work shall be performed by the 
RMEF with an articulating cab excavator/harvester of appropriate 
size with an appropriate attachment, unless, the RMEF proposed as 
part of an alternate offer, a different solution for achieving the 
requirements stated below, and the Forest Service accepted that 
alternate offer. The acceptable subsoiling implement will be 
designed to operate on the boom of an excavator/harvester with an 
articulating cab.  An excavator/harvester with an articulating cab 
will be required to safely operate on the uneven and sloping terrain 
of the terraces  

 
In all Cutting Units, terrace benches, landings, and skid trails used 
by the RMEF shall be subsoiled to a minimum depth of 20 inches, 
except that Forest Service may agree to lesser depths. The 
compacted soil shall be slightly lifted and well-fractured rather than 
plowed, mixed, or displaced.  Subsurface rocks should not be pulled 
to surface and large supportive roots should also not be severed.  
Masticated slash should be placed on treated areas in conjunction 
with subsoiling.  Subsoiling and masticating should be completed in 
one pass to prevent compacting or displacing treated areas.  The 
distance between subsoiler shank passes shall not exceed 36 inches.  
Treated areas shall span the total width of compaction on landings 
and skid trails.  Treated areas on terrace benches shall be completed 
in voids where trees are thinned and not within the driplines of 
leave trees to protect roots from damage.  

6 

Slashing On slopes >30%: Slash the smallest diameter excess trees available 
(2” diameter minimum) to create 5-7 tons of wood debris as estimated 
using photo series guides. Stump height will be no more than 6 inches on 
the uphill side.  Lop, Buck & Scatter activity fuels, outside the driplines of 
crowns.  Buck to lengths less than 36 inches.  Lop and Scatter to less than 
24” in depth.   
 
Cut material shall not lean against an uncut tree, stump, log, or and 
obstacle. It shall be secure and not able to roll down hill. 

7 

Road 73604 Grading 
& Erosion Control 

Grade using a single entry treatment with a road grader to fill in ruts and 
reshape the road, plus improve the drainage with “get outs” through the 
shoulder and dips. The shoulder and median are well sodded, but water has 
been running down and eroding the wheel tracks as it can't go anywhere 
else.  This road needs drain dips, or at least after blading to have many "get 
outs" through the outside shoulder. 
 
If timber is removed, a dual entry treatment is required instead according 
to the specifications in the Forest Engineer’s Letter on Road Maintenance. 
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Commercial Timber Units.  Units are not considered commercial units unless timber is 
removed. If timber is removed, then the contractor must also abide by the Timber 
Removal and Road Maintenance Specifications and perform road maintenance as 
specified in the Forest Engineer’s Letter on Road Maintenance. 
 
Unit Identification . All Units are identified on the ground by blue flagging.  Boundaries are 
painted in orange.  Riparian areas exist within units. Those areas have been flagged, painted, 
measured with recreational grade GPS and their acreages removed from treatment items. 
 
Locked Gates. In cases where the units are behind locked gates, the RMEF shall close and lock 
gates after entering or exiting each gate and will be subject to all other restrictions of 
administrative use. The RMEF shall be permitted to drive from the locked gate to the unit with 
only the minimum number of vehicles necessary for efficient transportation of the crew. No 
firearms are permitted behind locked gates during hunting season as this is precieved to be an 
unfair advantage by other hunters.  
 
Resource Protection. The RMEF shall exercise care to prevent damage to existing 
facilities, developments, and resources in all aspects of the Agreement work. 
 
Exisiting Facilities. Throughout the operations, the RMEF shall prevent damage to 
facilities including roads, erosion dips, barriers, and other road/trail drainage systems, 
developments, streams and other identified resources. Resources maybe identified on the 
Agreement Area Map or in writing. Improvements damaged, that are identified on the 
Map, shall be replaced or repaired at no cost to the Government. 
 
Tree Prescription. Within all units, live ponderosa pine trees will be spaced 16-20 feet 
apart. Select as leave trees the largest diameter tree free of damage and defect with a 
healthy live crown. Leave up to 6 non-ponderosa pine trees per acre when they are >7” 
stump diameter (>6” DBH), healthy and meet the spacing requirements. 
Do not cut or masticate boundary trees marked with ORANGE paint or snags. 
 
Beetle Precautions. Cutting of pine shall occur during the period July 15th – December 
31st, unless green material is chipped or masticated to 3” pieces or smaller within 14 days 
of the time the tree was cut or wounded during operations. 
 
Landings: Prior to construction of all non-specified landings, the contractor, the RMEF 
and the Forest Service will jointly agree to appropriate locations, road maintaince 
requirements and erosion control measures. 
 
Seeding and Fertilizing. Following completion of  yarding operations in an area, RMEF 
shall seed, fertilize and scatter slash on all exposed areas of raw soil on skid trails, 
landings, firebreaks, slides, slumps, Temporary Roads and traveled ways of National 
Forest system roads scheduled for stabilization by RMEF after operations.  
 
Fertilizer will also be applied to the <30% slope mastication / chipping area following 
mastication or chipping. 
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Soil on areas to be seeded shall be left in a roughened condition favorable to the retention 
and germination of the seed or as specified in  
Seed and fertilizer shall be spread evenly at the rate of (See Below) pounds of seed and 
(See Below) pounds of fertilizer per acre.  When fertilizer and seed are applied in 
separate operations, the second operation shall be carried out within 72 hours of the first. 
 
Application shall be during the period (Sept. 1 to Oct. 15) or (April 15 and June 1) and 
under the above specified conditions unless otherwise approved.   
 
The kinds and amounts of seed to be sown in terms of pure live seed (PLS) shall be:  Mix 
#1: Use on disturbed, harsh, dry sites, such as road cuts, temporary roads, skidttrails, 
landings, road obliterations where native species are not likely to recolonize the area and 
weed and erosion control are a major concern (add low nitrogen, organic slow release 
fertilizer): 

 
 
Mix #1   PLS #/acre 
Pryor Slender Wheatgrass   8 
Quatro Sheep fescue   4 
CritanaThickspike wheatgrass   8 
Yarrow  0.25 
 Total= 20.25 
 
 

RMEF shall provide to the Forest Service:  
1.  Blue tags, or copies of blue tags from each seed lot used in the specified mix.  

Only certified, blue-tagged seed shall be used. The blue tag represents a field 
certification and serves as evidence of the genetic purity and varietals identity of 
the seed contained in the seed lot . 

2.  Labels which indicate the percentage composition of the various species in the 
seed mix. 

3.   Copies of Seed Analysis Reports from a certified seed analyst for each seed lot 
used in the specified mix. RMEF will obtain this report from the seed provider. 
Seed Analysis Reports must include at a minimum, content of any noxious weed 
seeds listed on the current “State of MONTANA Noxious Weeds List”.  Only 
after the Forest Service has verified that this report indicates the seed does not 
contain any weeds on the current “State of MONTANA  Noxious Weeds List”, 
will the seed be accepted and used.  

 
The following kinds and amounts of standard commercial fertilizer shall be used with 
guaranteed analysis of contents clearly marked on containers:  
 

Type of Fertilizer Pounds Per Acre 
Organic, Slow release fertilizer with an N-
P-K formulation of 6-8% Nitrogen, 2-4% 
Phosphorous, 3-4% Potassium 

Applied at the manufacturers 
recommended rate or up to 400 lbs per 
acre. 
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Special Protection Measures.  Cultural Resource Protection Measures: 
Immediately notify Forest Service of any discovered Cultural Resources. 
 
Wildlife and Botanical Protection Measures: 
If water is drafted from a fish-bearing stream, the intake hose must be fitted with a mesh 
screen equal to or smaller than 3/32 inches.  Place intake hose in low velocity portions of 
the stream channel (generally < 0.4 feet/second of flow). 
If a new active northern goshawk nest is found, no commercial harvest will occur within 
30 acres of that nest.  
To ensure adequate protection of nesting goshawks and their young from disturbance 
during the critical incubation, nesting and post fledgling periods:  
1) If an active northern goshawk nest is found within or proximate to an activity unit, 
project activity shall be limited to September 1 through March 30 (i.e. restricted from 
April 1 through August 30) within a 650 foot radius circle centered on the nest which is 
equivalent to a 30 acre nest buffer.  
2) Activities shall be limited to August 1 through March 30 (i.e. restricted from April 1 
through July 30) within the 420 acre post fledgling area of known active nests or new 
(previously unknown) active nests, unless otherwise approved by the wildlife biologist in 
writing after consideration of the activities and their potential to disturb goshawks.
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APPENDIX H: GUIDELINES FOR OPERATIONS 
 
The following Guidelines for Operations apply to activities under this SPA, when relevant to the 
project. These guidelines are intended to clarify the expectations of the parties related to these 
specific areas of operations.   
 
 
1.  Stewardship Project Area Map (Map). This is the boundary of the Stewardship Project 

Area as shown in Appendix D and designated on the ground by the Forest Service to meet 
the anticipated needs of the parties. The following are identified on the Map:  

 
a) Identified patented claims.  
b) Boundaries of all harvest and stewardship treatment units. 
c) Diameter limits for overstory and understory removal units. 
d) Areas where leave trees are marked to be left uncut. 
e) Specified roads. 
f) Sources of base course, surface rock, and rock riprap listed in the Schedule of Items;  
g) Roads where log hauling or use is prohibited or restricted. 
h) Roads and trails to be kept open. 
i) Improvements to be protected. 
j) Locations of known wildlife or plant habitat and cave resources to be protected. 
k) Locations of areas known to be infested with specific invasive species of concern. 
l) Maximum stump heights when more than one height is listed by areas. 
m) Skidding or yarding methods. 
n) Streamcourses to be protected. 
o) Locations of meadows requiring protection. 
p) Locations of wetlands requiring protection. 
q) Locations of temporary roads to be kept open. 
r) Payment units, if required 

 
 
2. Use of Roads by the Partner.  The Partner is authorized to use existing National Forest 

system roads and specified roads.  The Parties will determine that such use will not cause 
damage to the roads or National Forest resources.   

 
3. Plan of Operations for Roads.  Annually, prior to start of operations, the Partner will 

prepare a supplement to the Technical Proposal that shall include a schedule of proposed 
maintenance and construction progress and a description of planned measures to be taken to 
provide erosion control for work in progress, including special measures to be taken on any 
segments of construction not substantially completed prior to periods of seasonal 
precipitation or runoff.  The Partner shall submit a revised schedule when they propose a 
significant deviation from the progress schedule. Prior to beginning construction on any 
portion of specified roads identified as sensitive on plans, the parties shall agree on the 
proposed method of construction and maintenance. 
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4. Protection of Residual Trees.  The Partner’s operations shall not unnecessarily damage 
young growth or other trees to be reserved.  

 
5. Safety.  The Partner’s operations shall facilitate the Forest Service’s safe and practical 

inspection of the Partner’s operations and conduct of other official duties on the Stewardship 
Project Area.  The Partner has all responsibility for compliance with safety requirements for 
the Partner's employees.  

 
When operations are in progress adjacent or on Forest Service controlled roads and trails 
open to public travel, the Partner shall furnish, install, and maintain all temporary traffic 
controls that provide the user with adequate warming of hazardous or potentially hazardous 
conditions associated with operations occurring in the area.  The parties shall agree to a 
specific traffic control plan prior to commencement of work.  Devices shall be appropriate to 
current conditions and shall be covered or removed when not needed.  
 
During periods of general recreation activity within Stewardship Project Area or vicinity, the 
Forest Service may restrict road construction, timber cutting, yarding, and other harvesting 
operations to days other than Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.   

 
 
 

LOGGING AND MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS SIGNING STANDARD S 
 

All signs must be manufactured & installed as specified in the FHWA "Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control  Devices" (MUTCD) & FS publication "Standards for Forest Service Signs & 
Posters"( EM 7100-15). 

 
   SIGN STANDARDS  

  
SHAPE & COLOR: Generally, signs for logging and maintenance operations are either diamond-
shaped or rectangular.  All signs are reflective orange background with black legend and border 
unless shown otherwise. Handpainted, homemade signs are not legal. Fluorescent paint is not 
reflectorized.  

  
SUBSTRATE:  Sign substrate material  may be High Density Overlay (HDO) Plywood, 
Aluminum, Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic,  Corrugated Plastic or Roll-up Fabrics. 

 
SIGN SIZE:  Sign size is a factor of speed and MUTCD  & FS standards. Where conditions of 
speed, volume, or special hazard require greater visibility or emphasis, larger signs should be 
used. Minimum sizes for the most common signs can be found in Figure 4.  Refer to the EM-
7100-15 for additional sign sizes.  

  
LEGEND:  All lettering shall be Series "C" alphabet, conforming to Standard  Alphabets for 
Highway Signs. Letter size is also a function of speed - use letter size and word messages as 
specified in MUTCD and EM-7100-15.  

 
  SIGN PLACEMENT  
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Signs are to be installed in locations as agreed to in the traffic control plan. All signs are to be 
removed, covered, or folded when operations are not in progress or the sign message is not 
applicable.   Signs should  generally be located on the right-hand side of the roadway.  When 
special emphasis is needed, signs may be placed on both the left and right sides of the road. Sign 
message shall be clearly visible to road users, mounted on posts or portable sign stands.  
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             LATERAL CLEARANCE  
From the edge of the road - 2 foot minimum, where
slope limits to less than 6 feet. 6-12 foot preferred.  
 
                       HEIGHT
                  Minimum of 7 feet, 
measured from the bottom of the sign to the 
near edge of the travelway. The height to the
bottom of a supplemental sign mounted below 
the primary sign will be 6 feet. 

 
         Figure 1: Sign Placement 
Dimensions 
 
  _________________________________________________________________

   Posted or                                      Decelaration to listed advisory speed
85 percentile                                                             MPH
speed  MPH
______________________________________________________________________________

10 20 30 40 50
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20 NA
25 100
30 150 100
35 200 175
40 275 250 175
45 350 300 250
50 425 400 325 225
55 500 475 400 300
60 575 550 500 400 300
65 650 625 575 500 375

_______________________________________________________________________________

                PLACEMENT DISTANCE
 Signs must be located 100-500 feet prior to the activity,
(both ends if a through road) and maintained at that distance.
This distance is based on speed.  Refer to Figure 2 , Table II-1,
MUTCD, a portion of which is reproduced here, to determine 
correct placement distance.  

 
Figure 2: A Portion of MUTCD TABLE II-1 

 
SIGN SUPPORTS 

 
POSTS:   Signs are to be mounted on separate posts. Supplemental signs such as Speed Advisory plates 
are to be mounted on the same post as the primary sign. Do not mount signs on trees or other signs.  
Posts may be wood, metal, carsonite or similar material. Where sign supports cannot be sufficiently offset 
from the road edge, supports will meet breakaway standards.  Single wood posts with  less than 24 square 
inches do not require breakaway design. 
 
TEMPORARY/PORTABLE SUPPORTS:  Portable supports may be used for short-term, short-duration, 
and mobile conditions.  MUTCD defines this time period as one work shift, 12 hours or less. All portable 
supports must meet MUTCD  standards, including breakaway.  These must be a minimum of 1 foot above 
the road surface or more if visibility requires it.  
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 Figure 3: Examples of Temporary/Portable Supports 

 
SIGNS 

 
The following signs meet the intent of the Safety standard. This is not a complete listing of signs that 

may be needed.  
 

         ROAD
CONSTRUCTION
  NEXT 5 MILES

         

          END
CONSTRUCTION
         

   LOGGING
OPERATIONS
NEXT 5 MILES

         

        END
   LOGGING
OPERATIONS

          
     END
BLASTING
    ZONE

  
       FG20-1-48*      FG20-2-48       FG20-3-42*  FG20-3a-42       
FW22-3-30  
        

 

          ROAD
CONSTRUCTION
        500 FEET

                  

       ROAD
MACHINERY
    500 FEET

                   

   LOGGING
OPERATIONS

               

   LOG 
TRUCKS

             

BLASTING
     ZONE
   1000 FT

 
 FW20-1-30*      W21-3-30*    FW21-4a-30            FW11-7-24      W22-1-36* 
 

 

   TRUCK
CROSSING

                  

 HEAVY
 TRUCK
TRAFFIC

                 

   NEXT
7  MILES

                 

35
M.P.H.

                   

 500
FEET  

   FW8-6-24       FW11-9a-24                 W7-3a-24*             W13-1-18**       W20-7aP-
24* 
 

      * Specify Distance         ** Specify 
Speed 
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                   BM-L-O                                BM-R-O 

 
Barricade Markers (See MUTCD for length and stripe size) 

 
 

6. Safety (Timber Hauling). The Partner shall secure all products transported by truck with at 
least two chain or cable wrappers over the load, such wrappers being securely fastened to 
effectively contain every bolt or log in at least two places. 

 
7. Accident and Injury Notification.   The Partner shall notify Forest Service of any lost time 

personal injury accident or any accident or vandalism resulting in personal property damage 
over $400 in value that occurs as a result of or is associated with the Partner’s Operations. 

 
The Partner shall notify Forest Service within 8 hours of any personal injury accident.  For 
vandalism and personal property accidents, the Partner shall notify Forest Service at the same 
time notification is given to the state and local law enforcement authorities. 

 
The Partner shall take all reasonable measures after an accident or vandalism event to 
preserve the scene of the incident and provide information to facilitate a Forest Service 
investigation. 

 
 
8. Sanitation and Servicing. The Partner shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent 

pollution of air, soil, and water by the Partner’s operations.  Precautions shall include if 
facilities for employees are established on the Stewardship Project Area, they shall be 
operated in a sanitary manner.  The parties shall agree to the cleanup and restoration of a 
polluted site.  The Partner shall maintain all equipment operating on Stewardship Project 
Area in good repair and free of abnormal leakage of lubricants, fuel, coolants, and hydraulic 
fluid. The Partner shall not service tractors, trucks, or other equipment on National Forest 
lands where servicing is likely to result in pollution to soil or water.  The Partner shall furnish 
oil-absorbing mats for use under all stationary equipment or equipment being serviced to 
prevent leaking or spilled petroleum-based products from contaminating soil and water 
resources. the Partner shall remove from National Forest lands all contaminated soil, 
vegetation, debris, vehicle oil filters (drained of free-flowing oil), batteries, oily rags, and 
waste oil resulting from use, servicing, repair, or abandonment of equipment.  

 
9. Prevention of Oil Spills. If the Partner maintains storage facilities for oil or oil products on 

the Stewardship Project Area, the Partner shall take appropriate preventive measures to 
ensure that any spill of such oil or oil products does not enter any stream or other waters of 
the United States or any of the individual States. If the total oil or oil products storage 
exceeds 1,320 gallons in containers of 55 gallons or greater, the Partner shall prepare a Spill 
Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan. Such plan shall meet applicable EPA 
requirements (40 CFR 112), including certification by a registered professional engineer.  
The Partner shall notify the Forest Service and appropriate agencies of all reportable (40 CFR 
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110) spills of oil or oil products on or in the vicinity of the Stewardship Project Area that are 
caused by the Partner’s employees, agents, contractors or their employees or agents, directly 
or indirectly, as a result of the Partner’s operations.  The Partner will take whatever initial 
action may be safely accomplished to contain all spills.  

 
10. Hazardous Substances.  The Partner shall notify the National Response Center and Forest 

Service principal contact of all releases of reportable quantities of hazardous substances on or 
in the vicinity of the Stewardship Project Area that are caused by the Partner’s employees, 
agents, RMEFs or their employees or agents, directly or indirectly, as a result of the Partner’s 
operations, in accordance with 40 CFR 302. 

 
11. Washing Equipment.  In order to prevent the spread of noxious weeds into the Stewardship 

Project Area, the Partner shall be required to clean all off-road logging and construction 
equipment prior  to entry on to the Stewardship Project Area.  This cleaning shall remove all 
soil, plant parts, seeds, vegetative matter, or other debris that could contain or hold seeds.  
Only logging and construction equipment so cleaned and inspected by the the Partner will be 
allowed to operate within the Stewardship Project Area.  All subsequent move-ins of 
equipment to the Stewardship Project Area shall be treated in the same manner as the initial 
move in.  “Off-road equipment” includes all logging and construction machinery, except for 
log trucks, chip vans, service vehicles, water trucks, pickup trucks, cars, and similar vehicles. 

 
The Partner shall employ whatever cleaning methods are necessary to ensure that off-road 
equipment is free of noxious weeds.  Equipment shall be considered free of soil, seed, and 
other such debris when a visual inspection does not disclose such material.  Disassembly of 
equipment components or specialized inspection tools is not required. 

 
As agreed upon, the Partner shall inspect equipment at cleaning location, and provide 
documentation of inspection to the Forest Service. 

 
New infestations of noxious weeds, of concern to Forest Service and identified by either the 
Partner or Forest Service, on the Stewardship Project Area or on the haul route, shall be 
promptly reported to the other party.  The Partner and Forest Service shall agree on treatment 
methods to reduce or stop the spread of noxious weeds when new infestations are found.  A 
current list of noxious weeds of concern to Forest Service is available at each Forest Service 
office. 

 
12. Conduct of Logging. Unless otherwise specifically provided herein, the Partner shall fell 

trees designated for cutting and shall remove the portions that meet Utilization Standards, 
prior to acceptance of work for completion of logging and stewardship projects. Forest 
Service may make exceptions for occasional trees inadvertently not cut or trees or pieces not 
removed for good reason, including possible damage to forest resources or gross economic 
impracticability at the time of removal of other timber.  

 
13. Felling and Bucking. Felling shall be done to minimize breakage of included timber and 

damage to residual timber. Unless agreed otherwise, felling shall be done by saws or shears. 
Bucking shall be done to permit removal of all minimum pieces.  The Partner may buck out 
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cull material when necessary to produce pieces meeting utilization standards. Such bucked 
out material shall contain a minimum amount of sound wood, not in excess of the net scale in 
percentage of gross scale, or based on the merchantability factor.  If necessary to assess 
extent of defect, the Partner shall make sample saw cuts or wedges.  

 
14. Felling in Clearings. Insofar as ground conditions, tree lean, and shape of clearings permit, 

trees shall be felled so that their tops do not extend outside clearcutting units, construction 
clearings, and areas of regeneration cutting.  

 
15. Stump Heights. Stumps shall not exceed, on the side adjacent to the highest ground, the 

maximum heights set forth in Appendix E except that occasional stumps of greater heights 
are acceptable when the Partner determines that they are necessary for safe and efficient 
conduct of logging. Unless otherwise agreed, the Partner shall re-cut high stumps so they will 
not exceed heights specified in G:F-14 and shall dispose of severed portions in the same 
manner as other logging debris. The stump heights shown in Appendix G were selected with 
the objective of maximum reasonable utilization of the timber, unless the Map shows special 
areas where stump heights are lower for aesthetic, land treatment, or silvicultural reasons.  

 
16. Bucking Lengths. Trees shall be bucked in various lengths to obtain the greatest utilization 

of material meeting utilization standards.  
 
17. Limbing. T he Partner shall cut exposed limbs from products prior to skidding, as necessary 

to minimize damage to the residual stand during skidding.  The Partner may leave uncut 
those limbs that cannot be cut with reasonable safety. 

 
18. Skidding and Yarding. Methods of skidding or yarding specified for particular areas, if any, 

are indicated on the Map. Outside clearcutting units and construction clearings, insofar as 
ground conditions permit, products shall not be skidded against reserve trees or groups of 
reproduction and tractors shall be equipped with a winch to facilitate skidding.  

 
19. Rigging. Insofar as practicable, needed rigging shall be slung on stumps or trees designated 

for cutting.  
 
20. Landings and Skid Trails. Location of all landings, tractor roads, and skid trails shall be 

agreed upon prior to their construction. The cleared or excavated size of landings shall not 
exceed that needed for efficient skidding and loading operations.  

 
21. Arches and Dozer Blades.  Skidding tractors equipped with pull-type arches or dozer blades 

wider than tractor width or C-frame width, whichever is greater, shall not be used in residual 
timber outside clearcutting units and other authorized clearings, except on constructed tractor 
roads or landings, unless there is written agreement that residual timber will not be damaged 
materially by such use. 

  
22. Protection of Streamcourses.  The Partner’s Operations shall be conducted to prevent 

debris from entering streamcourses, except as may be authorized under paragraph (d). In 
event the Partner causes debris to enter streamcourses in amounts that may adversely affect 
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the natural flow of the stream, water quality, or fishery resource, the Partner shall remove 
such debris as soon as practicable, but not to exceed 2 days, and in an agreed manner that 
will cause the least disturbance to streamcourses.  

 
a) Culverts or bridges shall be required on Temporary Roads at all points where it is 

necessary to cross Streamcourses. Such facilities shall be of sufficient size and design 
and installed in a manner to provide unobstructed flow of water and to minimize damage 
to streamcourses. Trees or products shall not be otherwise hauled or yarded across 
streamcourses unless fully suspended.  

b) Wheeled or track-laying equipment shall not be operated in streamcourses, except at 
crossings agreed to by the Partner and the Forest Service or as essential to construction 
or removal of culverts and bridges. 

c) Flow in streamcourses may be temporarily diverted only if such diversion is necessary 
for the Partner’s planned construction and Forest Service gives written authorization. 
Such flow shall be restored to the natural course as soon as practicable and, in any event, 
prior to a major storm runoff period or runoff season. 

 
23. Erosion Prevention and Control.  The Partner’s operations shall be conducted reasonably 

to minimize soil erosion.  Equipment shall not be operated when ground conditions are such 
that excessive damage will result.  The Partner shall adjust the kinds and intensity of erosion 
control work done, to ground conditions and weather conditions and the need for controlling 
runoff.  Erosion control work shall be kept current immediately preceding expected seasonal 
periods of precipitation or runoff.   

 
Prior to periods of accelerated water runoff, especially during the spring runoff and periods 
of heavy rainfall, the Partner shall inspect and open culverts and drainage structures, 
construct special cross ditches for road runoff, and take other reasonable measures needed to 
prevent soil erosion and siltation of streams. 
 
Unless otherwise agreed in writing, the Partner shall complete erosion prevention and control 
work, including streamcourse protection, within 15 calendar days after completion of 
skidding and/or yarding operations for  each landing. 

 
Designation of on the ground work shall be done as promptly as feasible unless it is agreed 
that the location of such work can be established without marking on the ground. 

 
During periods of accelerated water runoff, especially during the spring runoff and periods of 
heavy rainfall, the Partner shall inspect and open culverts and drainage structures, construct 
special cross ditches for road runoff, and take other reasonable measures needed to prevent 
soil erosion and siltation of streams. 

 
When operations are active, erosion control work will be kept current and will be completed as 
soon as practicable. 
 
24. Protection of Improvements. So far as practicable, the Partner shall protect specified roads 

and other improvements (such as roads, trails, telephone lines, ditches, and fences):  
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a) Existing in the operating area,  
b) Determined to have a continuing need or use, and  
c) Designated on the Map.  

 
The Partner shall keep roads and trails needed for fire protection or other purposes and 
designated on the Map reasonably free of equipment and products, slash, and debris resulting 
from the Partner’s operations. The Partner shall make timely restoration of any such 
improvements damaged by the Partner’s operations and, when necessary because of such 
operations, shall move such improvements. 

 
25. Meadow Protection. Reasonable care shall be taken to avoid damage to the cover, soil, and 

water in meadows shown on the Map. Vehicular or skidding equipment shall not be used on 
meadows, except where roads, landings, and tractor roads are approved.  Unless otherwise 
agreed, trees felled into meadows shall be removed by endlining. Resulting logging slash 
shall be removed where necessary to protect cover, soil, and water. 

 
26. Wetlands Protection. Wetlands requiring protection under Executive Order 11990 are 

shown on the Map. Vehicular or skidding equipment shall not be used in such wetlands, 
except where roads, landings, and tractor roads are approved.  

 
27. Temporary Roads. As necessary to attain stabilization of roadbed and fill slopes of 

temporary roads, the Partner shall employ such measures as outsloping, drainage dips, and 
water-spreading ditches. After a temporary road has served the Partner’s purpose, the Partner 
shall give notice to the Forest Service and shall remove bridges and culverts, eliminate 
ditches, outslope roadbed, remove ruts and berms, effectively block the road to normal 
vehicular traffic where feasible under existing terrain conditions, and build cross ditches and 
water bars, as staked or otherwise agreed to.  When bridges and culverts are removed, 
associated fills shall also be removed to the extent necessary to permit normal maximum 
flow of water.  

 
28. Temporary Roads to Remain Open. All bridges and culverts shall remain in place and 

ditches shall not be eliminated on Temporary Roads, shown as “Remained Open on the Map.  
All drainage structures shall be left in functional condition.  

 
29. Landings. After landings have served the Partner’s purpose, the Partner shall ditch and slope 

them to permit water to drain or spread. Unless agreed to otherwise, cut and fill banks around 
landings shall be sloped to remove overhangs and otherwise minimize erosion.  

 
30. Skid Trails and Fire Lines. The Partner shall construct cross ditches and water-spreading 

ditches on tractor roads and skid trails, where needed to prevent erosion.  By agreement, the 
Partner may use other comparable erosion control measures, such as backblading skid trails, 
in lieu of cross ditching.  

 
31. Current Operating Areas. Where logging, road construction, or other stewardship project 

work is in progress but not completed, unless agreed to otherwise, the Partner shall, before 
operations cease annually, remove all temporary log culverts and construct temporary cross 
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drains, drainage ditches, dips, berms, culverts, or other facilities needed to control erosion.  
Such protection shall be provided, for all disturbed, unprotected ground that is not to be 
disturbed further prior to end of operations each year, including roads and associated fills, 
tractor roads, skid trails, and fire lines. When weather permits operations, the Partner shall 
keep such work on any additional disturbed areas as up to date as practicable.  

 
32. Erosion Control Structure Maintenance. During the period of this SPA, the Partner shall 

provide maintenance of soil erosion control structures constructed by the Partner until they 
become stabilized, but not for more than one year after their construction.  

 
33. Slash Disposal. The Partner’s timing of product removal and preparatory work shall not 

unnecessarily delay slash disposal. Specific slash disposal measures to be employed by the 
Partner are stated in Appendix E. 

 
34. Scaling.  Scaling includes: 

a) Various volume determination methods, such as log rule, sampling, measuring, linear 
measuring, counting, weighing, or another method or combination of methods;  

b) Various sites, such as truck Scaling stations, rollways, weighing stations, woods 
landings, water Scaling stations, or other sites. 

c) Various geographic locations.  
 
35. Scaling Services. Scaling services shall be performed by Forest Service personnel or parties 

under contract to Forest Service, except that weighing services may be performed by 
personnel or parties approved by the Forest Service. Scaling shall be provided in accordance 
with the instructions and specifications in Appendix F.  Scalers shall be currently certified to 
perform accurate Scaling services. The scaling services provided shall be selected 
exclusively by the Forest Service. Scaling services may be continuous, intermittent, or 
extended.   
a) Continuous scaling services is scaling at one site five (5) 8-hour shifts a week, exclusive 

of Sundays and Federal holidays.   
b) Intermittent scaling services are non-continuous scaling services.  
c) Extended scaling services are scaling services exceeding continuous scaling services and 

may include Sundays and designated Federal holidays.  
 
As mutually agreed to by the parties, the Forest Service may provide other services, such as 
but not limited to grading, tagging, or marking of Scaled logs. 

 
36. Scaling Location.  The Forest Service shall provide scaling services at the scaling site(s) 

shown in Appendix G.  The Scaling site(s) shown in Appendix F normally will be a non-
exclusive site where more than one National Forest the Partner may be served.  The Partner 
may request, in writing, an alternate scaling site, such as at a private mill yard, private truck 
ramp, or a privately operated log transfer facility. The Forest Service may approve an 
alternate scaling site, when the Forest Service determines that scaling conditions at an 
alternate site are acceptable. Such conditions shall include at a minimum:  

 
a) Scaler safety and comfort,  
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b) Product accountability and security,  
c) Facilities and practices conducive to accurate and independent Scaling, and  
d) The ability to provide for remote check Scaling.  
 
Upon approval of an alternate scaling site, the Forest Service and the Partner shall enter into 
a written memorandum of agreement governing Scaling at that alternate location. The Partner 
agrees that Forest Service personnel or persons under contract with the Forest Service shall 
perform scaling services at an alternative scaling site. In no instance shall the Partner perform 
scaling services.  

 
37. Scaling Adjustments.  The Forest Service shall check the accuracy of the scaling performed 

on National Forest logs. Scaling will be satisfactory if performed within the accuracy 
standards in governing instructions identified in Appendix F. In the event the Forest Service 
check scale(s) shows a variance in net scale in excess of the allowable variance, an 
adjustment to volume reported scaled may be made by the Forest Service.  Such adjustment 
will be based on the difference between Forest Service check Scale(s) and original Scale for 
SPA volume Scaled within the adjustment period.  The volume to which this difference will 
be applied will be:  
a) One-half of the volume Scaled between the last satisfactory check Scale and the first 

unsatisfactory check Scale or, if a period of 120 days or more occurs without Scaling 
National Forest timber for stumpage, the adjustment will be applied to 100 percent of the 
volume Scaled after this period and  

b) 100 percent of the volume Scaled between unsatisfactory check Scales and  
c) One-half of the volume Scaled between the last unsatisfactory check Scale and the next 

satisfactory check Scale, or if no satisfactory check Scale is completed and a period of 
120 days or more occurs without Scaling of National Forest timber for stumpage, the 
adjustment will be applied to 100 percent of the volume Scaled since the last 
unsatisfactory check Scale.  

Adjustments may increase or decrease the original Scaled volume. Adjustments will be 
applied to Integrated Resource Account to correct charges for Included Timber, plus 
deposits, Scaled during the adjustment period.  

 
38. Weighing Services. Weighing services for stumpage payment purposes may be provided by 

either public or privately owned and operated weighing facilities. A “Weighing Services 
Agreement,” approved by the Forest Supervisor, must be executed at each weighing facility 
providing weighing services.  

 
Scales used to weigh National Forest products for payment purposes must be a currently 
certified scale in accordance with State law and be capable of weighing the entire load of 
logs in a single operation. The weighing of less than the entire load or weighing two loads at 
once is prohibited. Unless otherwise agreed, the minimum sized weighing facility shall be a 
60-ton capacity scale with a 10 foot by 70 foot platform or larger. The weighmaster must 
work in a position where it is possible to verify that the truck wheels are on or off the 
scales.Weighing facilities shall meet the following minimum requirements:  
a) Be an electronic design,  
b) Use electronic load cells or have a fully enclosed and sealed weigh-beam,  
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c) Have digital weight meters sealed with a seal approved by the State,  
d) Have a zero interlocking device on the printer,  
e) Have an automatic zero-setting mechanism,  
f) Have an automatic motion-detecting device,  
g) Be shielded against radio or electromagnetic interference, and  
h) Have a date and time stamp and gross and tare weights that print electronically with each 

weighing. The Forest Service may waive electronic printing for public or third party 
weighing facilities. The Partner shall bear all charges or fees for weighing services.  

 
39. Presentation for Scaling. The Partner shall present products so that they may be Scaled in 

an eco-nomical and safe manner.  
 
40. Accountability. When Scaling is performed away from Stewardship Project Area, products 

shall be accounted for in accordance with Forest Service written instructions, as follows:  
a) The Partner shall plainly mark or otherwise identify products prior to hauling;  
b) Forest Service shall issue removal receipts to the Partner;  
c) The Partner shall assign a competent individual at the landing to complete removal 

receipts and attach them to each load of products removed from Stewardship Project 
Area;  

d) Removal receipts shall be returned to Forest Service at periodic intervals;  
e) When products are in transit, the truck driver shall possess or display removal receipt 

and show it upon request as evidence of authority to move products;  
f) The scaler’s portion of removal receipt shall be surrendered at point of Scaling, the 

unloading point, or as requested by Forest Service; and  
g) The Partner shall notify Forest Service of lost or off-loaded logs and their location 

within 12 hours of such loss. The Partner shall not place products in storage for deferred 
Scaling until an accountability system has been agreed to in writing for a stated period.  

 
41. Route of Haul. As part of the annual Operating Schedule, the Partner shall furnish a map 

showing the route of haul over which unscaled products will be transported from the 
Stewardship Project Area to the approved Scaling location. Such route of haul shall be the 
shortest, most economical haul route available between the points.  

 
Upon advance written agreement, other routes may be approved.  All unscaled products 
removed from Stewardship Project Area shall be transported over the designated routes of 
haul. The Partner shall notify Forest Service when a load of products, after leaving 
Stewardship Project Area, will be delayed for more than 12 hours in reaching Scaling 
location.  
The Partner shall require truck drivers to stop, if requested by Forest Service, for the 
following reasons:  
a) For accountability checks when products are in transit from Stewardship Project Area to 

the designated Scaling location or  
b) For a remote check Scale when products are in transit after being truck Scaled at the 

designated Scaling location.  
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The Partner and Forest Service shall agree to locations for accountability checks and remote 
check Scales in advance of haul. Such locations shall be established only in areas where it is 
safe to stop trucks.  The Forest Service shall notify the Partner of the methods to be used to 
alert truck drivers of an impending stop.  

 
42. Product Identification. Before removal from the Stewardship Project Area, unless the 

Forest Service determines that circumstances warrant a written waiver or adjustment, the 
Partner shall:  
a) Hammer brand all products that are eight (8) feet or more in length and one-third (1/3) or 

more sound, on each end that is seven (7) inches or more in diameter.  
b) West of the 100th meridian, paint with a spot of highway-yellow paint all domestic 

processing products that are eight (8) feet or more in length and one-third (1/3) or more 
sound, on each end that is seven (7) inches or more in diameter. Each paint spot must be 
not less than three (3) square inches in size.  

 
The Forest Service shall assign brands and, if the Stewardship Project Area is within a State 
that maintains a log brand register, brands shall be registered with the State. The Partner shall 
use assigned brand exclusively on logs under this SPA until Forest Service releases brand. 
The Partner will furnish and apply highway-yellow paint of a lasting quality (oil-base or 
equivalent).  
All hammer brands and/or highway-yellow paint must remain on logs until they are 
domestically processed. The Partner shall replace identifying marks if they are lost, removed, 
or become unreadable. The Partner may remanufacture products into different log lengths. 
Except for logs remanufactured as part of the mill infeed process immediately before 
processing, remanufactured products must be rebranded with the assigned SPA brand and 
repainted with highway-yellow paint, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Forest 
Service Representative. For such remanufactured products, Forest Service may approve use 
of a brand to be used exclusively as a catch brand, in lieu of the assigned SPA brand. 

 
43. Scaling Lost Products. The volume of lost products shall be determined by the best methods 

currently available, using data from the records for the period in which the loss occurred or 
the most applicable period if loss should occur substantially after cutting. In the absence of 
specific information indicating size or species of lost products, species distribution and 
volume for entire truckloads shall be assumed to be the same as the average volume Scaled 
per truck during the report period, and for individual products it shall be assumed that the 
volume and species were the average lowest volume of the highest priced species Scaled 
during the report period.  

 
44. Scaling Lost Sample Loads. If Scaling is being done by sampling loads of logs, the Partner 

shall present such sample loads for Scaling by Forest Service. If loads of logs selected to be 
sample Scaled are placed in the decks before they are Scaled, they will be considered as lost 
sample loads. It will be difficult, if not impossible, to determine the volume and species 
contained in such loads for payment purposes. Therefore, lost sample loads will be deemed to 
have a Scale volume and species composition equal to that of the highest value load Scaled 
during the sampling period, as established by Forest Service. If no sample loads were Scaled 
during the period, the Scale data for the high valued load will be taken from the most current 
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preceding sampling period with Scale. Sample loads lost as a result of Forest Service actions 
shall be treated as non-Scaled loads.  

 
45. Scale Reports. The Forest Service shall provide the Partner a copy of Forest Service scaler’s 

record, if requested in writing. 
 
46.   Fire Precautions and Control  

a) Plans. Prior to initiating the Partner’s operations during Fire Precautionary Period, the 
Partner shall file with Forest Service a Fire Prevention and Control Plan providing for 
the prevention and control of fires on the Stewardship Project Area and other areas of the 
Partner’s Operations. Such plan shall include a detailed list of personnel and equipment 
at the Partner disposal for implementing the plan. This requirement may be met by 
preparing a single plan for more than one SPA.  

 
b) Fire Precautions. Specific fire precautionary measures listed in this Appendix shall be 

applicable during the Partner’s Operations in “Fire Precautionary Period” described. The 
dates of Fire Precautionary Period may be changed by agreement, if justified by unusual 
weather or other conditions. Required tools and equipment shall be kept in serviceable 
condition and immediately available for fire fighting at all times during the Partner’s 
operations in Fire Precautionary Period.  

 
c) Substitute Precautions.  The Forest Service may authorize substitute measures or 

equipment, or waive specific requirements by written notice, if substitute measures or 
equipment will afford equal protection or some of the required measures and equipment 
are unnecessary. 

 
d) Emergency Precautions.  The Forest Service may require the necessary shutting down 

of equipment on portions of the Partner’s Operations, as specified by the emergency fire 
precautions schedule.  Under such conditions, after the Partner ceases active operations, 
the Partner shall release for hire by Forest Service, if needed, the Partner’s shutdown 
equipment for fire standby on the Stewardship Project Area or other areas of the 
Partner’s Operations and personnel for fire standby or fire patrol, when such personnel 
and equipment are not needed by the Partner for other fire fighting or protection from 
fire. Equipment shall be paid for at fire fighting equipment rates common in the area or 
at prior agreed rates and, if the Partner requests, shall be operated only by personnel 
approved by the Partner. Personnel so hired shall be subject to direction and control by 
Forest Service and shall be paid by Forest Service at fire fighting rates common in the 
area or at prior agreed rates.  

 
e) Fire Precautionary Period and Fire Precautions. Specific fire precautionary measures 

are set forth below.  Upon request of Forest Service, the Partner shall permit and provide 
an individual to assist in periodic testing and inspection of required fire equipment.  The 
Partner shall promptly remedy deficiencies found through such inspecting and testing. 

 
1. The following requirements shall apply during the period May 1- September 30 and 

during other such periods as specified by Forest Service.  
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2.  Regional fire precautionary requirements 
 A.  Fire Extinguishers and Tools Required with Equipment.  Each unit of powered 

equipment used in connection with this agreement shall be equipped with serviceable tools and 
fire extinguishers acceptable to Forest Service as follows: 

 
1.  STATIONARY EQUIPMENT.  Examples include yarders, log loaders, Hahn 
Harvester, stroke delimbers, roadside/landing based processors, whole tree chippers, rock 
crusher, asphalt plant, or other equipment working at fixed locations such as a landing or 
rock crushing site. 
 

One - Fire extinguisher, dry chemical type of not less than 2.5-pound capacity with 
4 B.C. or higher rating. 

 
One - 5-gallon standard galvanized metal, fiber glass or rubberized backpack water 
container, with hand pump attached, to be filled at all times. 

 
Weatherproofed tool box marked "FIRE ONLY," equipped with a hasp, kept 
sealed, and containing: 

 
 One - Axe, double bit, 3.5# 

 
 Two - Shovels (round point #0 lady or equal) 

 
 Two - Pulaskis 

 
 The tool box shall be mounted on equipment, if feasible, unless another 
location is agreed to in writing.  The tool box shall be within 100 feet of the 
designated machine at all times when operating.  Only one (1) tool box is required 
at each active fixed location site. 

   
2.  MOBILE EQUIPMENT.  Examples include crawler tractors, rubber-tire skidders, soft-
track skidders, forwarders, feller-bunchers, feller-processors, excavators, front-end loaders, 
back-hoes, scrapers, and motor graders. 

   
One - Fire extinguisher, dry chemical type of not less than 2.5-pound capacity with 
a 4 B.C. or higher rating.  

 
One - Shovel (round point #0 lady or equal).  For equipping mobile equipment, an 
acceptable substitute is a "D-handle" round point shovel with a minimum 27-inch 
handle and a minimum 8- by 11-inch blade. 

  
   One - Axe, double bit, 3.5#, or one pulaski. 

 
3.  SUPPORT EQUIPMENT.  Examples include trucks, low-boys, busses, pickups, panels, 
automobiles, service trucks, or similar equipment used in transporting logs, people, 
equipment, and/or materials. 

 
One - Fire extinguisher, dry chemical type of not less than 2.5-pound capacity with 4 
B.C. or higher rating 

 
   One - Shovel (round point #0 lady or equal) 
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 One - Axe, 2# or over, 26-inch minimum length, or one Pulaski 
 
 One - Bucket or similar water container (at least 1-gallon capacity) 

 
4.  POWER SAWS 

 
One - Shovel (round point #0 lady or equal).  Shovel shall be with gas containers and/or 
no more than 100 feet distance from where sawyer is working. 

 
One - Fire extinguisher, containing not less than eight (8) ounces of extinguisher fluid or 
a dry chemical powder type of not less than one (1) pound capacity.  The extinguisher 
shall be carried by the operator at all times. 

 
Any fueling or refueling of a power saw shall only be done in an area which is free of or 
which has first been cleared of all material capable of carrying fire; such power saw shall be 
moved at least 10 feet from place of fueling before starting. 

 
B.  Fire Tools on Stewardship Area.  RMEF shall furnish and maintain in serviceable 
condition, in quantities and at locations to be designated by Forest Service, tool boxes, fire 
tools and other fire equipment to be used only for suppressing forest fires.  Each tool box 
shall be weatherproofed and marked "TOOLS FOR FIRE ONLY" and kept sealed.  These 
requirements are in addition to fire tool requirements for mobile, stationary, support or power 
saw equipment. 

 
1.  Special tool caches shall not be required when less than 20 people are employed on 
Stewardship Area, excluding logging truck drivers. 
 
2.  Operations employing more than 20 individuals on Stewardship Area, excluding truck 
drivers, shall furnish a tool cache with a minimum of one serviceable tool per person in the 
following configuration: 
 
Axe, double bit, 3.5#, 10% 
 
Shovels (round point #0 lady or equal), 45% 
 
Pulaskis, 45% 
 
C.  Spark Arresters.  Each internal combustion engine shall be provided with a spark 
arrester or spark arresting device approved by Forest Service.  Exceptions where Forest 
Service may approve mufflers or other equipment in lieu of spark arresters qualified and 
rated under Forest Service standard 5100-1a are:  (a) small multi-position engines, such as 
chain saws, shall meet Society of Automotive Engineers J335b standards, (b) passenger-
carrying vehicles and light trucks may have baffle-type muffler with tail pipe, (c) heavy-
duty trucks may have a vertical stack exhaust system with muffler, provided the exhaust 
stack extends above the cab of the vehicle, (d) an exhaust driven turbocharger is considered 
to be a satisfactory spark arrester.  Internal combustion engine exhaust systems, arresters 
and other devices shall be properly installed and maintained. 

 
D.  Blasting.  Fuse or prima cord shall not be used unless authorized in writing by Forest 
Service, with special precautions stated. 
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E.  Smoking.  Smoking shall not be permitted within logging operations except on surfaced 
or dirt roads, at landings, within closed vehicles, in camps or at other posted places.  
Smoking shall not be permitted while working or traveling on foot, within or through 
Stewardship Area. 

 
F.  Precautions for Stoves.  Stovepipes on all temporary buildings, trailers, and tents using 
wood-burning stoves shall be equipped with roof jacks and serviceable spark arresters of 
mesh with openings no larger than 5/8 inch.  All stovepipes, inside and out, shall not be 
closer than two (2) feet from any wood or other flammable material or one (1) foot if the 
combustible material is protected by a metal or asbestos shield. 

 
G.  Debris Around Buildings.  The grounds around buildings, tents and other structures 
shall be kept free of flammable material for a distance of at least 15 feet from the wall of 
such structures. 

 
H.  Storage of Petroleum and Other Highly Inflammable Products.  Gasoline, oil, grease, or 
other highly flammable material shall be stored either in a separate building or at a site 
where all combustible debris and vegetation is cleared away within a radius of 25 feet.  
Fire extinguishers and/or sand barrels may be required at such locations specified by Forest 
Service when unusually hazardous conditions exist. 

 
I.  Debris Burning and Warming Fires.  Burning permits shall be required throughout the 
year for all debris burning fires.  Lunch and warming fires may be allowed in fireproofed 
areas during periods of low fire danger as specified in the fire plan.  Such fires shall not be 
left unattended. 

 
J.  Cable Logging.  All tail blocks and corner blocks shall be of an accepted haulback 
design which prevents line fouling and used with line guards.  Such blocks shall be located 
to prevent cables from rubbing against trees, snags, down logs or rock when operating. 

 
Areas adjacent to blocks shall be cleared of flammable material within a 5-foot radius.  
One (1) shovel and one (1) pulaski shall be maintained within 10 feet of each block. 

 
K.  Emergency Measures.  Additional measures and/or other special requirements 
necessary during periods of critical fire-weather conditions shall be included in the fire 
prevention and presuppression plan. 

  
L.  Welding.  Welding and use of cutting torches or cutoff saws will be permitted only in 
areas that have been cleared or are free of all material capable of carrying fire.  Flammable 
debris and vegetation must be removed from within a minimum 10-foot radius of all 
welding and cutting operations.  A shovel and a 5-gallon standard backpack water 
container filled and with handpump attached shall be immediately available for use in the 
event of a fire start. 

 
 5. PUMP AND TRAILER.    RMEF shall provide at a location satisfactory to Forest Service, a 
serviceable truck or trailer equipped with a firefighting tanker unit to be kept ready for instant use 
for suppressing forest fires.  The unit shall consist of a tank of not less than 100-gallon capacity 
upon which shall be mounted a live hose reel or live hose basket with 250 feet of a least 3/4-inch 
I.D. heavy-duty rubber hose; a portable or power takeoff pump with discharge capacity of at least 
10 gallons per minute at 150 P.S.I. pressure.  Gear type pumps shall be provided with a bypass or 
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pressure relief valve so the hose nozzle may be shut while the pump is operating.  Each tanker 
unit shall have a hose nozzle of the shut-off type, adjustable for straight stream, spray or fog, at 
least 12 feet of 1-inch suction hose with an intake screen, an additional 250 feet of 3/4-inch 
heavy-duty rubber hose or 1-inch cotton jacket rubber-lined or linen hose to be carried on the unit 
for use as needed.  Tools, adapters, accessories and fuel necessary to operate the pump and truck 
or trailer shall be provided.  If a trailer is used, a serviceable vehicle with the proper trailer tow 
hitch shall be located at a point satisfactory to Forest Service.  Where water is available, a supply 
sufficient for rapidly filling the water tank shall be provided at one or more accessible points 
along or adjacent to the main truck roads.  

 
47. Fire Control .   The Partner shall, both independently and in cooperation with Forest Service, 

take all reasonable and practicable action to prevent and suppress fires resulting from the 
Partner’s Operations and to suppress any forest fire on Stewardship Project Area. The 
Partner’s independent initial fire suppression action on such fires shall be immediate and 
shall include the use of all necessary personnel and equipment at the Partner’s disposal on 
Stewardship Project Area or within the distance of Stewardship Project Area: 5 miles. 

 
a) The Partner’s Reinforcement Obligations. Whenever an Operations Fire or Negligent 

Fire, whether on or off Stewardship Project Area or any other forest fire on Stewardship 
Project Area, has not been suppressed by initial action and appreciable reinforcement 
strength is required, Forest Service may require further actions by the Partner until such 
fire is controlled and mopped up to a point of safety. Such actions may include any or all 
of the following as necessary to fight such fire:  

 
b) Suspend Operations. To suspend any or all of the Partner’s Operations.  

 
c) Personnel. To release for employment by Forest Service any or all of the Partner’s 

personnel engaged in the Partner’s Operations or timber processing within the distance 
of Stewardship Project Area: 5 miles. Any organized crew so hired shall include the 
Partner’s supervisor, if any. Personnel so employed shall be paid at Forest Service 
standard emergency fire fighting rates.  

 
d) Equipment. To make available for Forest Service rental at fire fighting equipment rates 

common in the area or at prior agreed rates any or all of the Partner’s equipment suitable 
for fire fighting and currently engaged in the Partner’s Operations within the distance of 
Stewardship Project Area: 5 miles.. Equipment shall be operated only by personnel 
approved by the Partner, if so requested by the Partner.  

 
 

.  
 
48. Temporary Roads and Skid Trails.  The Partner shall locate Temporary Roads and Skid 

Trails on locations approved by the Forest Service. Such location shall include the marking 
of road centerline or grade-line and the setting of such construction stakes as are necessary to 
provide a suitable basis for economical construction and the protection of National Forest 
lands. 

 



 

 43 

 

Temporary road surface width shall be limited to truck bunk width plus four (4) feet, except 
for needed turnouts which shall not exceed two (2) times the bunk width plus four (4) feet. If 
shovels or cranes with revolving carriage are used to skid or load, temporary road surface 
width equal to track width plus tail swing shall be permitted. 
 
As necessary to attain stabilization of roadbed and fill slopes of Temporary Roads, the 
Partner shall employ such measures as outsloping, drainage dips, and water-spreading 
ditches. 
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APPENDIX A 

  
 

ATTACHMENT:  U.S. FOREST SERVICE PROVISIONS FOR GRA NTS AND 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AWARDED UNDER THE AMERICAN R ECOVERY 

AND REIMBURSEMENT ACT OF 2009 

 
REPORTING AND REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS UNDER SECTI ON 1512 OF 

THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009,   
PUBLIC LAW 111-5  

(See Federal Register Vol. 74, No. 77, pg. 18449 dated April 23, 2009) 

 
(a) This award requires the recipient to complete projects or activities which are funded under 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (“Recovery Act”) and to report on use of 
Recovery Act funds provided through this award. Information from these reports will be made 
available to the public.  
(b) The reports are due no later than ten calendar days after each calendar quarter in which the 
recipient receives the assistance award funded in whole or in part by the Recovery Act.  
(c) Recipients and their first-tier recipients must maintain current registrations in the Central 
Contractor Registration (www.ccr.gov) at all times during which they have active federal awards 
funded with Recovery Act funds. A Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System 
(DUNS) Number (www.dnb.com) is one of the requirements for registration in the Central 
Contractor Registration.  
(d) The recipient shall report the information described in section 1512(c) using the reporting 
instructions and data elements that will be provided online at www.FederalReporting.gov and 
ensure that any information that is pre-filled is corrected or updated as needed.  
 
Recipients shall submit reports by October 10, 2009, which cover cumulative activity since the 
passage of the Recovery Act, including all sub-awards (or modifications to existing awards) 
made which utilize Recovery Act funding. Recipients must maintain cumulative data through the 
October 10th reporting period.  
 

(END OF PROVISION)  
 
 

ADDITIONAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 

(1)  In cases where the recipient/cooperator receives 80% or more of its annual gross revenues in 
Federal awards; and $25 million or more in annual gross revenue from Federal awards, the 
recipient/cooperator must report the names and total compensation of the five most highly 
compensated officers of the company. 
 
(2)  In cases where the recipient/cooperator is owned by another entity, the recipient/cooperator 
must provide a unique identifier of the parent entity.      
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[END OF PROVISION] 
 

 
 
 

RECOVERY ACT TRANSACTIONS LISTED IN SCHEDULE OF EXP ENDITURES OF 
FEDERAL AWARDS AND RECIPIENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR I NFORMING  

SUB-RECIPIENTS 
 

(a) To maximize the transparency and accountability of funds authorized under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5)(Recovery Act) as required by 
Congress and in accordance with 2 CFR 215, subpart ___. 21 “Uniform Administrative 
Requirements for Grants and Agreements” and OMB A-102 Common Rules provisions, 
recipients agree to maintain records that identify adequately the source and application of  
Recovery Act funds.  
(b) For recipients covered by the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular A-
133, “Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations,” recipients agree to 
separately identify the expenditures for Federal awards under the Recovery Act on the Schedule 
of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA) and the Data Collection Form (SF-SAC) required by 
OMB Circular A-133. This shall be accomplished by identifying expenditures for Federal awards 
made under Recovery Act separately on the SEFA, and as separate rows under Item 9 of Part III 
on the SF-SAC by CFDA number, and inclusion of the prefix “ARRA-” in identifying the name 
of the Federal program on the SEFA and as the first characters in Item 9d of Part III on the SF-
SAC.  
(c) Recipients agree to separately identify to each sub-recipient, and document at the time of sub-
award and at the time of disbursement of funds, the Federal award number, CFDA number, and 
amount of Recovery Act funds. When a recipient awards Recovery Act funds for an existing 
program, the information furnished to sub-recipients shall distinguish the sub-awards of 
incremental Recovery Act funds from regular sub-awards under the existing program.  
(d) Recipients agree to require their sub-recipients to include on their SEFA information to 
specifically identify Recovery Act funding similar to the requirements for the recipient SEFA 
described above. This information is needed to allow the recipient to properly monitor sub- 
recipient expenditure of ARRA funds as well as oversight by the Federal awarding agencies, 
Offices of Inspector General and the Government Accountability Office  

[END OF PROVISION] 
 
 

WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS UNDER SECTION 1606 OF THE AM ERICAN 
RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009   

 
a) Section 1606 of the Recovery Act requires that all laborers and mechanics employed by 
contractors and subcontractors on projects funded directly by or assisted in whole or in part by 
and through the Federal Government pursuant to the Recovery Act shall be paid wages at rates 
not less than those prevailing on projects of a character similar in the locality as determined by 
the Secretary of Labor in accordance with subchapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, United States 
Code.  
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Pursuant to Reorganization Plan No. 14 and the Copeland Act, 40 U.S.C. 3145, the Department 
of Labor has issued regulations at 29 CFR Parts 1, 3, and 5 to implement the Davis-Bacon and 
related Acts. Regulations in 29 CFR 5.5 instruct agencies concerning application of the standard 
Davis-Bacon contract clauses set forth in that section. Federal agencies providing grants, 
cooperative agreements, and loans under the Recovery Act shall ensure that the standard Davis-
Bacon contract clauses found in 29 CFR 5.5(a) are incorporated in any resultant covered 
contracts that are in excess of $2,000 for construction, alteration or repair (including painting and 
decorating).  
(b) For additional guidance on the wage rate requirements of section 1606, contact your 
awarding agency. Recipients of grants, cooperative agreements and loans should direct their 
initial inquiries concerning the application of Davis-Bacon requirements to a particular federally 
assisted project to the Federal agency funding the project. The Secretary of Labor retains final 
coverage authority under Reorganization Plan Number 14. 

[END OF PROVISION] 
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Swift Creek Pre Bid Meeting Notes – 01/12/2010  
Attendees:  
Lee McAlpine, USFS; Tony Hulett, T & N Enterprises; Mike Gandy, Sawtooth Land 
Restoration; Chris Garner, Fire Solutions; Dyrk Krueger, EFM, Inc.; Corinne Anderson, USFS; 
Erin Zwiener, RMEF; Bob Schrenk, RMEF; Ckye Thomas, CET Technologies; Regina 
Reinschmidt, USFS; Ruth Wooding, USFS; Cole Mayn, USFS; Michael Holmes, Alpha Services 
 
Project Goals: 
Provide local employment; remove risk of loss due to beetles and fire; improve soil productivity; 
test and evaluate mechanized equipment; and test and evaluate small wood utilization. 
 
Process Overview:  
USFS and RMEF signed an agreement. RMEF issued the bid package.  
Bids will be submitted to RMEF. RMEF will call contractors if they have questions, RMEF and 
USFS will jointly choose a successful bidder, RMEF and USFS will develop a Technical Work 
Plan (referred to at the meeting as an Annual Operating Plan), RMEF will contract the successful 
bidder. 
 
Discussion 
 
RMEF Payment to Contractor: 
RMEF will pay the contractor after the Forest Service accepts the work and pays RMEF. USFS 
will pay RMEF within 30 days of when the bill is submitted to the USFS. Once RMEF receives 
payment, the contractor will be paid within a week. 
 
Timber Payment and Bonds:  
The successful bidder will be responsible for all timber payment and bonds required by the 
Forest Service. 
 
Timing of Contract Award:  
RMEF anticipates selecting a contractor about a week after bids close and entering into a 
contract approximately a month later. 
 
Timing of Work:  
Cutting of ponderosa pine shall occur during the period July 15th – December 31st, unless green 
material 3 inches and larger is chipped. 
Seed and fertilizing shall occur during the periods September 1st – October 14th and/or April 15th 
– June 1st. 
Subsoiling should not done when the soil is overly moist or with snow on the ground. Exact time 
periods will depend on weather. 
 
Project Inspectors:  
For RMEF, Bob Schrenk is the project manager, and Erin Zwiener is the field inspector. They 
will work with USFS specialists. Cole Mayn, USFS Soil Scientist, will oversee soil treatments. 
 
Unit Accessibility:  
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Meadow Creek Road is plowed to the junction of rd# 5764 at this time. Units are accessible by 
snowmachine from there. 
 
Mastication and Slash Depth:  
The bid package lists the mastication depth as 2 inches. There is some flexibility, and when 
treatments are complete, the mastication depth can range from 2 to 3 inches. The masticated 
material should not be mixed into the soil. Slash depth is 24 inches. 
 
Subsoiling:  
Subsoiling specifications are a guideline and the details will be worked out on the ground. 
Within “Tractor” units, subsoil terraced benches (not risers) and old and new skidtrails/TLM 
trails. Within the “Tractor” units, there are short pitches exceeding 30% slope. Where this 
occurs, consult with Soil Scientist prior to subsoiling. Within “Skyline” units, subsoil both old 
and new skidtrails/TLM trails that are compacted by multiple passes of ground based equipment. 
Generally two or more passes will require subsoiling. 
 
It is preferable that subsoiling and mastication be performed in one pass with a masticator head 
with a subsoiler attachment to minimize surface impacts. Subsoiling is a unique process and 
decreases the compaction of the soil without mixing it. Subsoiling should occur to a depth of 20 
inches (bid package lists as 2 feet) with minimal surface disturbance and mixing.  
If the mastication and subsoiling are done separately, it’s preferable to have the subsoiling done 
prior the mastication, so that woodchips aren’t mixed in with the soil.  
 
Minimum distance between passes is listed as 24 inches and up to 36 inches is acceptable. 
Subsoiling is to be done to the drip line on residual trees.  
This item is being bid on by the day, so please indicate on the proposal how many days the work 
is expected to take.  
Additional photos of a subsoiler are now available at www.rmef.org/stewardship. 
 
Skid Trails:   
It is preferable to have as many old skid trails reused during harvesting as possible instead of 
creating new skid trails.. 
 
Harvesting:  
Harvesting methods, other that whole tree, will be considered. Bidders should focus on how 
they’re going to achieve the project objectives and explain how their methods meet them. 
Innovation is encouraged on this project. 
In areas challenging to harvest, there is some leeway with the 30% slope skyline rule. The 
successful bidder will be able to work with RMEF and the Forest Service to develop a harvest 
plan. 
There is an error on page 5 of the Timber Specifications (page 30 of the overall bid package). It 
will be corrected to read, “The weights of lost loads shall be deemed equal to the average net 
weight of loads presented during the payment period in which the loss occurred. 
Log branding is required for logs meeting sawlog specifications. One-end branding may be 
requested. 
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Residual Amounts: 
Leave an average 5 to 7 tons of residual slash (material greater than 3”) over the entire unit. Most 
of the slash will be on the benches not the risers, but there should be some gradient. It should not 
look like windrows. 
 
ARRA Reporting: 
RMEF will submit all the necessary reports, but the successful bidder will need to be available 
during the reporting period and provide numbers on how many jobs are created. 
 
Yarding Distances: 
There are no unit breakdowns for external yarding distances. On the skyline units, an EYD of 
910 feet was used for the Government Cost Estimate. There are no string-box profiles available. 
Yarding distances were based on GIS data. The GIS profiles and a summary doc of the cruise 
report by unit by logging system are now available on www.rmef.org/stewardship. 
Roads: 
Bidders can use the engineer’s letter on road maintenance that was included in the bid package to 
estimate costs. 
There is a road at the bottom of Skyline Unit 1. It follows the unit polygon. 
Kelly Hump Road is at the bottom of Skyline Unit 5. It is normally gated but can be opened for 
some equipment if necessary. 
 
Wood Utilization 
Bidders should discuss how they will either utilize or dispose of the wood in their proposal. 
Utilizing wood product may be difficult in the current market. RMEF and the Forest Service will 
consider all proposals including options other than hauling the wood to a product or mill. There 
are three concerns with leaving decked wood on Forest Service land: public safety/access on 
forest roads, fire effects from burning decks (soil, weeds and adjacent trees) and beetles. It may 
be possible to temporarily leave some decked wood on Forest Service land during low risk beetle 
season and then try to work out a firewood deal. Secondary firewood cutters are an option. The 
least desirable option is to deck it and burn it. Decking and leaving material that will block the 
road will not be acceptable. 
 
Bid Due Date: 
Hard copies of bid proposals are due in RMEF’s office in Missoula, Montana by 5pm on January 
27th, 2010.
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Yarding Methods and Volumes For Swift Cr. Plantatio ns      

Unit Aerial Acres Ground-based Acres Total Acres 
Vol 
CCF 

Vol 
Tons 

GB Vol 
Tons 

Aerial Vol 
Tons 

Tons w/o 
Rounding 
to Whole 
Ton 

1 14 11 25 49 156 70.00 89.09 159.0922 
2 7 13 20 40 129 82.73 44.55 127.2738 
3   18 18 35 111 114.55 0.00 114.5464 
4 2 13 15 29 93 82.73 12.73 95.45534 
5 4 12 16 32 102 76.36 25.45 101.819 
6 9 10 19 37 120 63.64 57.27 120.9101 
7 2 23 25 50 159 146.36 12.73 159.0922 

Total Acres 38 100 138 272 869 636.37 241.82 878.1892 
Tons/Ac         6.36369    

Value 78.96565217 207.8043478 286.77      
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Swift Mandatory        

Total Mandatory Sale Volume           
                    

Unit # Acres 

CCF 
/ALL 
SPP 

CWD 25% 
Reduction   Vol/CCF Vol/MBF Vol/ac/ccf  Vol/ac/mbf  Tons 

1 24.50 55.66 13.92   55.66 21.78 2.27 0.89 172.56 
2 20.20 45.90 11.47   45.90 17.95 2.27 0.89 142.27 
3 17.50 39.76 9.94   39.76 15.55 2.27 0.89 123.26 
4 14.60 33.17 8.29   33.17 12.98 2.27 0.89 102.83 
5 16.00 36.35 9.09   36.35 14.22 2.27 0.89 112.69 
6 18.80 42.71 10.68   42.71 16.71 2.27 0.89 132.41 
7 25.00 56.80 14.20   56.80 22.22 2.27 0.89 176.08 
                    
                    

Totals  136.60 310.36 77.59   310.36 121.42     962.12 
                    
                    
            Non-sawlog CCF 232.77   
            Non-sawlog MBF 121.42   
            Non-sawlog Tons 962.12   
                    

            
Total 
Tons   962.12   
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Swift Creek Slope Map
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Additional Questions from After the Pre-Bid Meeting  
 
Fertilizer  
The Timber Specifications in the bid package state that fertilizer should be applied at the Manufactures 
Recommended Rate. However, fertilizer application rate does not need to exceed 400 lbs per acre. 
 

·   How will the on-site Inspectors identify the masticated area to be fertilized?  It is expected that any area in 
excess of 100 sq ft having a contiguous layer of masticated material, of any depth, will be fertilized.� 
·   How will the on-site Inspectors identify the area to be sub-soiled  where there is no apparent terrace?  It is 
expected that the Bid Proposals will reflect that all main skidtrails/TMDL trails and secondary trails with two or 
more passes will be sub-soiled.  However, during operations the Soil Scientist will test for compaction and may 
designate additional areas requiring sub-soiling.  
·   Will the Bid Evaluation Panel take into consideration the size/type of equipment when looking at the length of 
time and cost estimates to complete the sub-soiling, as well as the potential soil effects ?  The panel will weight 
the all the pros and cons of each proposal en total. They will evaluate the Proposals based on the criteria in the 
solicitation.� 
·   If proposing to start operations before July 15th, when would the cut material need to be chipped and/or 
removed?  Based on the life cycle of Ips pini, within fourteen days from the time the tree was cut or wounded 
during operations. 
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APPENDIX G 

Timber Removal and Road Maintenance Specifications 
 

F.1 – Location and Area -  
This Stewardship 
Project Area of: 

138 acres more or less are located 
in: 

  Sections 19 & 30 of T.2N., R.17W, PMM.  
  

 
F.2 -Volume Estimate and Utilization Standards. 

Minimum Specifications 
Merchantable Tree Piece Required to be Removed 

Species Product 
Estimated 
Quantity  

Unit of 
Measure 

Diameter 
Breast 
High 

(d.b.h.) 
 

(inches) 

Number 
of 

Minimum  
Pieces 

per Tree 

Length 
 

(feet) 

Diameter 
Inside 

Bark at 
Small End 

 
(inches) 

       Net 
    Merch. 
    Factor 

1/ 
 

         
 All (live/dead) Non-saw 

timber (08) 
869 Tons 5.6 1 12 3.0 8.0 

         
         
         
         

         
         
         
         
         
         
         

Total Quantity          
1/ Enter Merchantability Factor (Merch. Factor) or Net Scale in % of Gross Scale, whichever is appropriate. 
 

 
 
F.3- High Stumps.   

Species Product Maximum Stump Height 
(inches) 

All Non-Sawtimber                             12 
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F.4– Timber Rates.  (Scaled) 
 

   

Cutting 
Unit 

Number 
Approx. 
Acres Species Product Quantity 

Unit of 
Measure 

Rate of 
Payment 
$/UOM 

Required 
Deposit per 

unit of 
measure 

1 25  All (live/dead) Non-saw (08) 156 Tons 0.33 None 
2 20 All (live/dead) Non-saw(08) 129 Tons 0.33 None 
3 18 All (live/dead) Non-saw (08) 111 Tons 0.33 None 

     4 15 All (live/dead) Non-saw (08) 93 Tons 0.33 None 
5 16 All (live/dead) Non-saw (08) 102 Tons 0.33 None 

     6 19 All (live/dead) Non-saw (08) 120 Tons 0.33 None 
     7 25 All (live/dead) Non-saw (08) 159 Tons 0.33 None 
        
        
  

 
     

 
F.5 - Timber Rates. (Tree Measurement) 
 

   
Payment 

Unit 
Number 

Approx. 
Acres Species Product Quantity 

Unit of 
Measure 

Total 
Payment 

Required 
Deposit per 

Payment Unit 
        

None        
        

        
        

        
        
        
        
  

 
     

 
 
F.6 - Timber Designations.  Timber designated for cutting shall be confined to the Stewarship Project Area.  No 
undesignated timber shall be cut without prior notification to and approval of the Forest Service.  
Prescriptions/timber designations are included later in this subsection.  
 

 Number Acres 
Clearcutting Units     
Specified Road Clearing     
Overstory Removal Units     
Understory Removal Units     
Individual Trees     
Incompletely Marked Timber     
Designation by Spacing  138 
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F.7 - Cutting Unit Boundary Designation.   The boundaries of cutting units are designated as shown in the 
following table. The trees used for boundary designation are not to be cut. 
 

Cutting Unit Paint Color Designation 
All Orange Designation by three vertical bole stripes (center stripe faces into 

the unit) and stump mark. 

 
F.8 Tree Designation/Prescriptions. 
 
Within all units, live ponderosa pine trees will be spaced 16-20 feet apart. Select as leave trees the largest 
diameter tree free of damage and defect with a healthy live crown. Leave up to 6 non-ponderosa pine trees per 
acre when they are >7”stump diameter (>6”DBH), healthy and meet the spacing requirements.  
Do not cut boundry trees Marked with ORANGE paint or snags. 
 
 
F.9- Control of Operations. 
 
Conduct of Logging.   Unless otherwise agreed in writing, silvicultural prescriptions and land 
management objectives shall be conducted and accomplished by the following requirements, methods 
and procedures: 
 
 

Cutting Unit Conduct of Logging 

All landings Prior to construction of all non-specified 

landings, RMEF shall submit a written plan, 

drawing or sketch with measurements relating 

to size, shape, location, drainage, traffic 

patterns and anything else deemed significant 

at the site, such as slash disposal.  Clearing 

limits shall be flagged on the ground.  

Construction limits shall be staked.  RMEF 

shall describe, in writing, how and where the 

landing and logging slash will be handled and 
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treated and mitigating measures that require 

attention, and submit a plan for rehabilitation 

of the site to be either self maintaining for 

future use, or productive once more. 

 
 
 
 
Following completion of skidding and yarding operations in an area, RMEF shall seed and fertilize all 
exposed areas of raw soil on skid trails, landings, firebreaks, slides, slumps, Temporary Roads and 
traveled ways of National Forest system roads scheduled for stabilization by RMEF after operations.  
 
Soil on areas to be seeded shall be left in a roughened condition favorable to the retention and 
germination of the seed or as specified in  
Seed and fertilizer shall be spread evenly at the rate of (See Below) pounds of seed and (See Below) 
pounds of fertilizer per acre.  When fertilizer and seed are applied in separate operations, the second 
operation shall be carried out within 72 hours of the first. 
 
Application shall be during the period (Sept. 1 to Oct. 15) or (April 15 and June 1) and under the above 
specified conditions unless otherwise approved.   
 
The kinds and amounts of seed to be sown in terms of pure live seed (PLS) shall be:  
 

Mix #1: Use on disturbed, harsh, dry sites, such as road cuts, temporary roads, skidttrails, landings, 
road obliterations where native species are not likely to recolonize the area and weed and erosion 
control are a major concern (add low nitrogen, organic slow release fertilizer): 
 
 

Mix #1   
PLS 

#/acre 
Pryor Slender Wheatgrass   8 
Quatro Sheep fescue   4 
CritanaThickspike 
wheatgrass   8 
Yarrow  0.25 
 Total= 20.25 

 
 

RMEF shall provide to the Forest Service:  
1.  Blue tags, or copies of blue tags from each seed lot used in the specified mix.  Only certified, 

blue-tagged seed shall be used. The blue tag represents a field certification and serves as 
evidence of the genetic purity and varietals identity of the seed contained in the seed lot . 

 
2.  Labels which indicate the percentage composition of the various species in the seed mix. 
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3.   Copies of Seed Analysis Reports from a certified seed analyst for each seed lot used in the 

specified mix. RMEF will obtain this report from the seed provider. Seed Analysis Reports must 
include at a minimum, content of any noxious weed seeds listed on the current “State of 
MONTANA Noxious Weeds List”.  Only after the Forest Service has verified that this report 
indicates the seed does not contain any weeds on the current “State of MONTANA  Noxious 
Weeds List”, will the seed be accepted and used.  

 
The following kinds and amounts of standard commercial fertilizer shall be used with guaranteed 
analysis of contents clearly marked on containers:  
 

Type of Fertilizer Pounds Per Acre 
Organic, Slow release fertilizer with an N-
P-K formulation of 6-8% Nitrogen, 2-4% 
Phosphorous, 3-4% Potassium 

Applied at the manufacturers 
recommended rate 

  
  

 
 
 
 
WEIGHT SCALING  The parties mutually agree to meet scaling needs: 

  
 
Volume determination shall be based on Weight Measurement unless otherwise agreed.  Products shall 
be weighed on certified scales at locations agreed to by RMEF and Forest Service.  The weight ticket, 
showing sale name, truck ticket number, date and time weighed, and the gross and tare weights, shall be 
attached to the Truck Ticket Scaler Receipt/Permit and placed in the location(s) as designated by the 
Forest Service.  Upon request, RMEF shall furnish Forest Service a copy of the scales certification. 
 
In the event of weight scale equipment breakdown or suspension of use for other reasons, hauling will 
be suspended until RMEF and Forest Service agree to an alternate weighing location. 
 
If load removal receipts or weigh tickets are not provided for any reason, Forest Service shall use data 
from the records during the period in which loss occurred to determine weight of load(s).  The weights 
of such load(s) shall be deemed equal to the load with the heaviest net weight presented during the 
payment period in which the loss occurred. 
 
Payment for lost products may not be required if Forest Service determines that the weight of such lost 
products involved is small and justified by existing conditions. 
 
 
 
WEIGHT ACCOUNTABILITY.  Products shall be accounted for as follows: 
 

A.  Requirements Applicable to RMEF Accountability Obligations 
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a.  Where RMEF's product accountability responsibilities are concerned, all operations 
performed by RMEF's employees, agents, contractors, subcontractors, their employees or agents, 
RMEF's obligations shall be the same as if performance is by RMEF. 

 
B.  Requirements Applicable to Woods Receipt Ticket Book 
 

a.  Forest Service will issue to RMEF or designated representative(s) serially numbered 
Woods Receipt ticket books for use only on this sale.  Woods Receipt ticket books whether used 
or unused shall be accountable property of Forest Service and shall be returned to issuing District 
Ranger in accordance with instructions contained on cover of each book. 

 
b.  RMEF shall require: 
 

1.  All receipts be filled out in ink by an individual named in writing other than the 
truck driver and be attached to load before products are hauled from immediate 
vicinity of or adjacent to location where loading is done showing date loaded, 
brand, sale name, and destination where products will be weighed.  Receipts shall 
be attached in accordance with instructions on inside cover of Woods Receipt ticket 
book. 

 
2.  Before products are hauled, truck driver to sign legal signature in ink on Woods 
Receipt stub. 

 
3.  RMEF shall assure that all used Scaler Receipts are returned to the issuing 
Forest Service or as otherwise agreed. 

 
C.  Requirements Applicable to Weight Slips 
 

a.  RMEF shall assure that: 
 

1.  All products removed are presented for weighing at agreed to locations and that 
gross and tare weights are obtained on certified scales. 

 
2.  That weight slips for each load are attached to proper Scaler Receipt and 
deposited in accordance with procedures established by the Forest Service. 

 
 
 
F.10 - Roads.  The Partner is authorized to construct and maintain roads, bridges, and other transportation 
facilities, as needed for conducting treatments on National Forest and other lands where Forest Service has such 
authority. As used in this Supplemental Project Agreement, “construct” includes “reconstruct.” 
 
 
 
 

F.10-a– Specified Roads.   
Name and Date of Governing Road Specifications:  

  
Project Design Approx. Sheet Numbers Performance Responsibility 
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Road No. Name 
Class Length 

(mi./km.) 
and 

Approval Date Survey Design 
Const. 
Staking  

N/A        

 
 

F.10-b - Road Maintenance Requirements.    
RMEF shall maintain roads, commensurate with RMEF’s use, in accordance with Road Maintenance 
Requirements and the Road Maintenance Specifications located in this Appendix. Performance of road 
maintenance work by RMEF may be required prior to, during, or after each period of use. The timing of 
work accomplishment shall be based on RMEF’s Work Plan and road conditions. 
 
 

1. TREATMENT TYPES .  Treatment Types for this Appendix are described in the following table:  
 

 
TREATMENT TYPE DESCRIPTION  
T Specifications  The tables below specifically identify which T Specification is applicable to 

each identified road. Applicable T Specifications are included in this 
Appendix.  

Dust Abatement  RMEF shall perform Dust Abatement on all roads identified in the tables 
below, in accordance with the Dust Abatement Specifications included in this 
Appendix.  

Snow Removal  RMEF shall perform Snow Removal on all roads identified in the tables 
below, in accordance with the Snow Removal specifications included in this 
Appendix.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  2. ROAD MAINTENANCE SPECIFICATIONS.  
 
 RMEF shall maintain roads in accordance with the following Agreement Road Maintenance 
Requirements Summary: 

 
 
 
 
 

Agreement Road Maintenance Requirements Summary 
 

Prehaul Road Mainenance 
Termini Applicable Prehaul Road Maintenance Specifications 

Road From To Miles T-101 T-103 T-108 T-301 T310 T-508     
              

5764 Junct. Junct 1.8 C C C C C C     
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725 13362 
13362 Junct. 

5764 
Junct. 
END 

2.2 C C C C C C     

73602 Junct. 
5764 

END 0.6 C C C C C C     

73604 Junct. 
5764 

Junct. 
END 

1.4 C C C C C C     

73601 Junct. 
5764 

Junct. 
END 

0.9 C C C C C C     

C = RMEF Performance Item 
Termini Applicable During Haul Road Maintenance Specifications 

Road From To Miles T-101 T-103 T-108 T-301 T310 T-508  ASR   
              

5764 Junct. 
725 

Junct 
13362 

1.8 C C C C C C     

13362 Junct. 
5764 

Junct. 
END 

2.2 C C C C C C     

73602 Junct. 
5764 

END 0.6 C C C C C C     

73604 Junct. 
5764 

Junct. 
END 

1.4 C C C C C C     

73601 Junct. 
5764 

Junct. 
END 

0.9 C C C C C C     

C = RMEF Performance Item,  
Termini Applicable Post Haul Road Maintenance Specifications 

Road From To Miles T-101 T-103 T-108 T-301 T310 T-508  ASR   
              

5764 Junct. 
725 

Junct 
13362 

1.8 C C C C C C     

13362 Junct. 
5764 

Junct. 
END 

2.2 C C C C C C     

73602 Junct. 
5764 

END 0.6 C C C C C C     

73604 Junct. 
5764 

Junct. 
END 

1.4 C C C C C C     

73601 Junct. 
5764 

Junct. 
END 

0.9 C C C C C C     

C = RMEF Performance  
 
 

T-SPECIFICATIONS  
 

SPECIFICATION T-101 SURFACE BLADING  
DESCRIPTION  
1.1 Surface blading is keeping the native or aggregate surfaced road in a condition to facilitate traffic, 
minimize additional future maintenance, reduce erosion, and provide proper drainage. It includes 
maintaining the crown, inslope or outslope of the traveled way and shoulders, drainage dips, leadoff ditches, 
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berms, turnouts, removal of minor slides and slumps, and other irregularities that prevent normal runoff from 
the road surface.  
REQUIREMENTS  
3.1 Surface blading shall be performed as often as necessary and to the standards required to facilitate traffic 
and proper drainage.  
3.2 The blading shall be performed in such a manner as to preserve the existing cross section and to conserve 
surface materials. On gravel surfaced roads, the base must not be disturbed and no surface material may be 
bladed into the ditch or over the road shoulders. Blading of native surface roads shall be performed so no 
base material under four (4) inches in the greatest dimension is lost. All ruts, holes, etc., shall be removed by 
scarifying and/or cutting to the bottom of any surface irregularities. Oversize material brought to the surface 
in the scarification process shall be removed from the roadway. Surface material which has been displaced to 
the shoulders, turnouts, outside of curves, etc., shall be brought back so as to leave a uniform depth on the 
traveled way at completion of blading. Water shall be applied during blading if sufficient moisture is not 
present to prevent segregation.  
3.3 Roadside cutslopes or berms shall not be undercut.  
3.4 At intersections, the roadbeds of sideroads shall be graded for a reasonable distance to assure proper 
blending of the two riding surfaces.  
3.5 Drainage dips and leadoff ditches shall be cleaned and continually maintained to conform reasonably to 
their original constructed lines, grade, and cross section.  
3.6 Berms shall be repaired promptly by placing selected material as needed to restore the berm to its 
original condition.  
3.7 Surface blading of native surface roads also includes ditch cleaning, which shall be done in accordance 
with T-301, Ditch Cleaning.  

3.8 All blading operations shall be properly signed in accordance with Appendix H and all applicable State 
Laws.  
 
SPECIFICATION T-103 DUST ABATEMENT  
DESCRIPTION  
1.1 Dust abatement consists of road surface preparation and application of materials.  
MATERIALS  
2.1 Water, bituminous products, lignin sulfonates, chloride products, and other materials may be used for 
dust abatement. Materials other than water will require approval of the Forest Service and shall meet 
specifications furnished by the Forest Service.  
REQUIREMENTS  
3.1 Dust abatement materials shall be applied to the road surface as necessary to control surface loss and 
provide that vehicles are always intervisible within their stopping sight distance. The average user speed on 
the road shall be used to determine stopping sight distance. Preparation shall be in accordance with 
Specification T-101, Surface Blading.  
3.2 The rate of application shall be such that the selected material will not run off the surface and cause 
pollution or unnecessary waste.  
3.3 When water is the selected material, it shall be applied as often as necessary to abate dust from all RMEF 
operations.  
  
Dust abatement shall be maintained as needed throughout the duration of operations.  
 

SPECIFICATION T-108 SLIDE REMOVAL AND SLUMP REPAIR  
DESCRIPTION  
1.1 Slide removal and slump repair consists of all work necessary to restore the road to its original cross 
section as necessary to facilitate use and provide drainage. This work is such that it cannot be handled by a 
grader during surface blading and ditch cleaning operations.  
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Slump repair is the filling with selected material of depressions or washouts in roadway which cannot be 
routinely filled by a motor grader.  
Slide removal and slump repair includes excavation, loading, hauling, placing, and compacting of 
replacement material and the removal and disposal of waste material. This includes the development of 
disposal or borrow areas at locations approved by the Forest Service.  
 
REQUIREMENTS  
3.1 RMEF shall deposit slide material in an approved manner at designated locations.  
Material shall not be disposed of on road fills unless otherwise agreed.  
The slope which contributed the slide material shall be reshaped as practicable to reduce future sliding unless 
otherwise agreed.  
3.2 When filling slumps and depressions, select material shall be used, placed in layers, and compacted to 
conform with or exceed the density of existing subgrade.  
Existing aggregate surfacing shall be salvaged and relayed or replaced after slumps have been filled.  
Damaged aggregate base, aggregate surfacing, and asphalt surfacing shall be repaired under Specification T-
113, Surfacing Repair.  
3.3 Following slide removal, roadway shall be shaped so as to reasonably conform to its original subgrade 
template.  
3.4 Slump, waste, and borrow areas shall be seeded as required under T-508.  

 
SPECIFICATION T-301 DITCH CLEANING  

DESCRIPTION  
1.1 Ditch cleaning is removing and disposing of all slough material from roadside ditches to provide an 
unobstructed waterway conforming reasonably to previous line, grade, and cross section.  
REQUIREMENTS  
3.1 Slough Material.  
A. Native Surfaced Roads. Slough material from ditch cleaning, if suitable, may be placed and blended into 
the existing road surface or shoulders or placed in a designed berm during surface blading.  
B. Aggregate Surface Roads. Slough material from ditch cleaning shall not be mixed with aggregate 
surfacing or left on the road surface unless otherwise agreed. Material shall be disposed of in an agreed 
manner at designated locations.  
C. Asphalt Surfaced Roads. Equipment, methods, and timing shall be agreed to before start of ditch cleaning 
operations so as to protect the asphalt pavement. Material shall be disposed of in an agreed manner at 
designated locations.  
 
SPECIFICATION T-310 MINOR DRAINAGE STRUCTURES  
DESCRIPTION  
1.1 Minor drainage structures are single passages with maximum waterway opening equivalent to a 78-inch round pipe (87- 
by 63-inch arch) or multiple passages with maximum, single waterway opening equivalent to a 60-inch round pipe (66- by 
51-inch arch). They include overside drains. Maintenance is work performed on inlets, outlets, related channels, existing 
riprap, trash racks, and drop inlets.  
MATERIALS  
2.1 All materials used in the maintenance of minor drainage structures shall conform by type and specification to the material 
in the structure being maintained.  
REQUIREMENTS  
3.1 All minor drainage structures are to be maintained in accordance with these specifications in the spring following any 
significant runoff and prior to the beginning of winter storms.  
3.2 Clear inlet and outlet channels, inlet trash racks, and drop inlets of loose material that could cause plugging or prevent the 
free flow of water. Debris shall be disposed of in agreed manner at designated locations.  
3.3 If outlet riprap was originally placed to dissipate water energy, it shall be maintained in good condition including the 
replacement of riprap if necessary.  
4.1 Make whatever minor repairs are necessary to ensure the proper functioning of the head walls, aprons, inlet assemblies, 
overside drains, riprap, trash racks, and other facilities related to the drainage structure.  
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SPECIFICATION T-508 SEEDING  
DESCRIPTION  
1.1 Seeding is the application of seed and fertilizer to areas where vegetation has been disturbed as a result of 
slides, slumps, disposal of materials, and other RMEF’s operations in connection with road maintenance.  
REQUIREMENTS  
3.1 RMEF shall provide and apply the required kinds and amounts of seed and fertilizer in accordance with 
the requirements in Appendix H.  
3.2 Surfaces of areas to be treated shall be in a loose and roughened condition favorable to the retention and 
germination of seed. 
 
SNOW REMOVAL.   Snow removal shall be done in a manner to preserve and protect the roads to insure safe 
and efficient transportation and to prevent unacceptable erosion damage to roads, streams, and adjacent lands. 
 

A.  Description.  Snow removal work by RMEF shall include: 
 

1.  Removal of snow from entire road surface width including turnouts. 
 

2.  Removal of snow slides, minor earth slides, fallen timber and boulders that obstruct normal road 
surface width including turnouts.  

 
3.  Maintain drainage so that the drainage system will function efficiently. 
 

B.  Performance.  All items of snow removal shall be done currently as necessary to insure safe, efficient 
transportation.  Work shall be done in accordance with the following minimum standards of performance. 
 

1.  Removal of material.  All debris, except snow and ice, that is removed from the road surface 
and ditches shall be deposited away from stream channels at agreed locations. 

 
2.  During snow removal operations, banks shall not be undercut nor shall gravel or other selected 

surfacing material be bladed off the roadway surface. 
 

3.  Ditches and culverts shall be kept functional during and following roadway use. 
 

4.  Snow berms shall not be left on the road surface.  Berms left on the shoulder of road shall be 
removed and/or drainage holes shall be opened and maintained.  Drainage holes shall be spaced as required to 
obtain satisfactory surface drainage without discharge on erodible fills. 

  
5.  Dozers and skidders shall not be used to plow snow on system roads without written approval of 

Forest Service.  Upon approval, dozers and skidders must be equipped with shoes or runners to keep the 
plow blade a minimum of 4 inches above the road surface unless specifically removed from the 
requirements in writing. 

  
6.  Snow must not be removed to the road surface.  A minimum 4 inch depth must be left to protect 

the roadway. 
  

7.  RMEF’s damage from, or as a result of, snow removal shall be restored in a timely manner. 
 
 
 
F.10c-Use of Roads By the Partner. RMEF is authorized to maintain roads, bridges, and other 
transportation facilities, as needed for harvesting Included Timber on National Forest and other lands 
where Forest Service has such authority.  The location and clearing widths of all Temporary Roads or 
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facilities shall be agreed to before construction is started.  RMEF is authorized to cut and use for 
construction without charge construction timber designated by agreement. 
 
Except as provided herein, RMEF is authorized to use existing National Forest roads and Specified 
Roads, when such use will not cause damage to the roads or National Forest resources and when hauling 
can be done safely.  If RMEF’s use of an existing temporary or National Forest system road cannot be 
satisfactorily accommodated without reconstruction, RMEF shall be authorized to use such road upon 
agreement as to the minimum reconstruction work that RMEF shall perform before hauling. 
  
The Agreement Area Map shows existing temporary or permanent roads that for such reasons as 
limitations in structural capacity, safety, and protection of soil, water, and roads: 
  
 (a) Cannot be used for log hauling or 
  
 (b) May be used only under the restrictive limitations stated therein. 
 
RMEF's use of existing roads identified on Timber Removal Area Map by the following codes is 
prohibited or subject to restrictive limitations, unless agreed otherwise:  
  
                   Code Use Limitations  
  
  X Hauling prohibited 
  R Hauling restricted 
  U Unsuitable for hauling prior to completion of agreed reconstruction 
  P Use prohibited 
   A Public use restriction 
  W Regulation waiver 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roads coded A will be signed by the Forest Service to inform the public of use restrictions.  The Partner's use of 
roads coded R, A, or W shall be in accordance with the following restrictions: 
 
 
 Restricted Road List 
  
Road  Termini Map Description of 
Number Road Name From To Legend Restrictions 
      
 
All FS 
Roads 
 
 
 

    
R 
 
 
 
 

 
No log hauling or roadwork will occur on 
any weekend or federal holiday 
throughout the big game rifle season 
(October 15 to December 1) without 
Forest Service approval. 
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All FS 
Roads 
 
 

A Public use of trails and roads affected by 
logging or roadwork will be closed to 
travel (including snowmobiles) when 
operations pose a danger to Forest users. 
 

 
 
F.10-d. USE BY OTHERS 
Forest Service shall have the right to use any road constructed by RMEF under this Agreement for any 
and all purposes in connection with the protection and administration of the National Forest. Other 
parties, in connection with the logging of tributary National Forest timber, may use roads constructed by 
RMEF hereunder when such use will not materially interfere with RMEF’s Operations. Such third party 
use shall be contingent upon the third party paying a fair share of maintenance cost commensurate with 
such commercial use.  Unless otherwise provided, Forest Service shall authorize other uses of roads 
constructed by RMEF hereunder only if: 
  
 (a) Forest Service makes appropriate arrangements to relieve RMEF of related maintenance costs 
commensurate with such other uses and 
  
 (b) Such other uses will not materially interfere with RMEF’s Operations. 
  
Where RMEF reconstructs a road having established use, the use during reconstruction and thereafter by 
RMEF shall be such as to reasonably accommodate such established use. RMEF shall have the right to 
use such reconstructed road without material additional interference from other users. 
 
 
F.10-c. CLOSURE TO USE BY OTHERS.   
  
A.  During the life of this Agreement, RMEF shall install temporary barricades at locations designated 
"Temporary activity Barricade" on Agreement Area Map and shown below.  Temporary barricades shall be 
installed so that they may be readily opened by RMEF or Forest Service for access to Agreement Area in case of 
fire or other emergency.  Official vehicle traffic shall also include administrative traffic by Forest Service and 
other landowners for the administration of their lands.  RMEF shall provide and post approved signs as authorized 
by Forest Service.  Installation of Temporary Activity Barricades shall follow closure details attached hereto and 
made a part hereof. 
 
During the period October 15 to December 1 when RMEF’s Operations are in areas otherwise closed to motorized 
vehicles, RMEF shall not be permitted to hunt, transport hunters, discharge firearms or transport big game 
animals with vehicles within the closed areas. 
 

TEMPORARY ACTIVITY BARRICADES  
 

Road Number 
 

Location 
 

Closure Method  

73602 At intersection with 5764 Gate or Sign 
   
 
 
B.  Closure of Roads at End of RMEF’s Use.  Unless otherwise agreed in writing between RMEF and Forest 
Service, upon completion of use, RMEF shall effectively close to public use the following roads designated "To 
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Be Closed" on Agreement Area Map and listed below.  Existing locking closure devices shall be closed and 
locked as directed by Forest Service. As an element of final road maintenance and environmental or resource 
protection, the designated closure shall be accomplished by using the methods required for each road as described 
below: 
 

Closure Location(s) 

Road Number Location Closure Method  Furnished By  In Place   
73602 At intersection 

with 5764 
Berm Partner X 

 
 
 
 
F.11– Scaling Instructions and Specifications. 

Name and Date of Governing Instructions:      FSH 2409.11a, National Forest Cubic Log 
Scaling Handbook, as amended and 
supplemented.  Governing instructions for 
products contained in F.2. 

  
 
 
Scaling Specifications  

Trim Allowance  

Species  Product  

Maximum  
Scaling  
Length  
(feet)  

Diameter  
Range 

(inches)  

Length  
Range 
(feet)  

Trim  
Allowance  
(inches)  

      

All Non-saw Weight scale         All    20       6.0 

      

      

 

 
 
F.12– Scaling Services,  

Species Product 
Unit of 

Measure Site and Geographic Location Method 

Standard 
Estimated 

Cost per Unit 
$ 

All Non-saw Tons Approved locations with State 
Certified weight scales 

100% 
weight 
Scale 

N/A 

  
 
 
F.13 - Advance Deposits.  The Partner agrees to make advanced deposits in advance of cutting. These deposits 
may be in the form of cash, acceptable payment bond, earned stewardship credit or any combination thereof.  
Advanced deposits will be in such amounts as to maintain an unobligated balance sufficient enough to cover the 
value of timber to be cut.  Forest Service and Partner will agree on a systematic approach to provide sufficient 
advanced deposits.  
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If the credit balance in the IRSA is less than the amount due for timber, the Forest Service will suspend all or any 
part of the Partner’s operations until payment or acceptable payment guarantee is received. 
 
F.14- Title Passage. 
 
Scaled: All right, title, and interest in and to any included timber shall remain with the Forest Service until it has 
been cut, scaled, and removed from the Stewardship Project Area or other authorized cutting area, and paid for, at 
which time title shall then vest with the Partner.  Timber cut under cash deposit or acceptable payment guarantee 
shall be considered to have been paid for.  Title to any included timber that has been cut, scaled and paid for, but 
not removed from the Stewardship Project Area or other authorized cutting area by the Partner on or prior to the 
termination date, shall remain with the Forest Service. 
 
Tree Measurement.  All right, title, and interest in and to any included timber shall remain with the Forest Service 
until it has been measured, paid for, and removed from the Stewardship Stewardship Project Area or other 
authorized cutting area, at which time title shall then vest with the Partner.  Timber cut under cash deposit or 
acceptable payment guarantee shall be considered to have been paid for.  Title to any included timber that has 
been measured and paid for, but not removed from the Stewardship Project Area or other authorized cutting area 
by the Partner on or prior to the termination date, shall remain with the Forest Service. 
 
F.15– Liability. 
 
Liability for Loss. If Included Timber is destroyed or damaged by an unexpected event that significantly changes 
the nature of Included Timber, such as fire, wind, flood, insects, disease, or similar cause, the party holding title 
shall bear the timber value loss resulting from such destruction or damage; except that such losses after removal 
of timber from the Stewardship Project Area, but before scaling, shall be borne by the Partner at current SPA 
Rates and Required Deposits. Deterioration or loss of value of salvage timber is not an unexpected event.   
 
In the event Included Timber to which Forest Service holds title is destroyed, the Partner will not be obligated to 
remove and pay for such timber. In the event Included Timber to which Forest Service holds title is damaged, the 
Forest Service shall make an appraisal to determine for each species the difference between the appraised unit 
value of Included Timber immediately prior to the value loss and the appraised unit value of timber after the loss. 
Current SPA Rates in effect at the time of the value loss shall be adjusted by differences to become the 
redetermined rates.  There shall be no obligation for the Forest Service to supply, or for the Partner to accept and 
pay for, other timber in lieu of that destroyed or damaged. This Subsection shall not be construed to relieve either 
party of liability for negligence. 
 
 
F.16- Use of Timber.  

 
(a) This Agreement is subject to the Forest Resources Conservation and Shortage Relief Act of 1990, as 
amended (16 USC 620, et seq.). (b) Except for 1/_NONE____ determined pursuant to public hearing to 
be surplus, unprocessed Included Timber shall not be exported from the United States nor used in direct 
or indirect substitution for unprocessed timber exported from private lands by RMEF or any person as 
defined in the Act (16 USC 620e). (c) Timber in the following form will be considered unprocessed: (i) 
Trees or portions of trees or other roundwood not processed to standards and specifications suitable for 
end product use; 
(ii) Lumber, construction timbers, or cants intended for remanufacturing not meeting standards defined in 
the Act (16 USC 620e); and (iii) Aspen or other pulpwood bolts exceeding 100 inches in length. 
(d) Unless otherwise agreed in writing, unprocessed Included Timber shall be delivered to a domestic 
processing facility and shall not be mixed with logs intended for export. (e) Prior to award, during the life 
of this Agreement, and for a period of 3 years from Termination Date, RMEF shall furnish to Forest 
Service, upon request, records showing the volume and geographic origin of unprocessed timber from 
private lands exported or sold for export by RMEF or affiliates. 
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(f) Prior to delivering unprocessed Included Timber to another party, RMEF shall require each buyer, 
exchangee, or recipient to execute an acceptable agreement that will: 
(i) Identify the Federal origin of the timber; 
(ii) Specify domestic processing for the timber involved; 
(iii) Require the execution of such agreements between the parties to any subsequent transactions 
involving the timber; 
(iv) Require that all hammer brands and/or yellow paint must remain on logs until they are either legally 
exported or domestically processed, whichever is applicable; and 
(v) Otherwise comply with the requirements of the Act (16 USC 620d). 
(g) No later than 10 days following the execution of any such agreement between RMEF and another 
party, RMEF shall furnish to Forest Service a copy of each such agreement. RMEF shall retain, for 3 
years from Termination Date, the records of all sales, exchanges, or dispositions of all Included Timber. 
(h) Upon request, all records dealing with origin and disposition of Included Timber shall be made 
available to Forest Service. 
(i) For breach of this Subsection, Forest Service may terminate this Agreement and take such other action 
as may be provided by statute or regulation, including the imposition of penalties. When terminated by 
Forest Service under this Subsection, Forest Service will not be liable for any Claim submitted by RMEF 
relating to the termination. 
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Email 08/12/2009 10:48 AM 

TO: Lee McAlpine/R1/USDAFS@FSNOTES 
CC: Rich Raines/R1/USDAFS@FSNOTES, Jacob R Pintok/R1/USDAFS@FSNOTES, Ruth 
Wooding/R1/USDAFS@FSNOTES, Regina Reinschmidt/R1/USDAFS@FSNOTES 
 
Lee, I had a chance to look at the roads that were identified for Swift Plantations Stewardship in the Files that you 
identified. 
 
You told me on the phone that the entire project will mean about only 30 truck loads to haul out, either log trucks 
or log truck converted to haul chips. 
For each of the 4 spur roads discussed below, then I take that to be in the ball park of 6- 10 loads on that road. 
 
Overall, I would think that pre-haul, during haul, and post haul blading should not be necessary.  That's a lot of 
blading for a small amount of use.  We would have it in the contract so we could ask for it when and if necessary, 
but should keep a tight rein on contractor blading and not let them expect to perform a lot of unnecessary road 
grading. 
 
I'm assuming that hauling won't be planned when the roads are wet & soft. 
I'm assuming that after-project travel management will be the same as currently. 
 
Road 73604, which is open to traffic, needs to be bladed, pre-haul.  The shoulder and median are well sodded, 
but water has been running down and eroding the wheel tracks as it can't go anywhere else.  This road needs 
drain dips, or at least after blading to have many "get outs" through the outside shoulder.  Rather than a grader 
cutting off all the sod and wasting it and all the good fines stuck in the roots over the side, ideally I'd like to see 2 
entries with a grader.  Step 1 would be to cut the sod off the outside shoulder and median strip and leave it in the 
road, where the veg material would dry out, blow away, or rot.  Then Step 2 would be to properly grade the road 
using all this good material to fill the ruts and shape the road surface for truck traffic and for surface drainage. 
 
Roads 73601, 73602, and 13362 : these roads are closed by earthen barricades and closed to traffic.  They are 
well veged, growing grasses, knapweed, strawberry, aster, yarrow, lupine, clovers, etc.  I saw no drainage 
problems.  Instead of scraping off all this ground cover on the road surface for only a few truck loads, I would like 
to see these roads used without any road grading.  Just drive on them the way they are, then re-close.  The few 
trucks loads can drive slowly.  I realize that this may be a novel concept to some individuals.  I think it is a cutting 
edge resource friendly approach. 
73601 has a few small trees to remove.  13362 has some loose "tire buster" roads to sweep or hand pick.  I didn't 
see very many. 
If flatter pads are need at spots where a skyline yarder will be setting, the road can be flattened in these specific 
spots.  I would not want to see the entire road scraped and smoothed just so a yarder can safely operate on a few 
small specific spots. 
 
Road 5765 was bladed this year.  this is a routine maint level 3 road open to traffic and to be maintained as 
needed. Depending on weather and traffic between now and beginning of project it may want grading prior to 
haul, or after haul.  I would hope that for 30 truck loads it won't need both. 
 
You've got Meadow Cr road 725 covered with your wording about improved aggregate surfacing and the 
requirement for water and roller IF the road needs contractor provided maintenance. 
 
 
Rich Raines 
Road Maintenance Supervisor 
Contracting Officer's Representative 
Engineering Representative 
 


